
Events in the area this July
St Cleer Carnival 

Week
11 - 17 July 

Events happening all week 
long. On Saturday there’s 
the Carnival Parade & live 

music.
Sunday is ‘Celebrating our 

Parish’ day with a big family 
picnic. Further details on

www.tremar.biz

Pensilva Village 
Walk

Wednesday 27 July

Meet at Millenium House
at 7:30pm for a gentle 1 

mile stroll. This will be a great 
opportunity to learn a little 
more about the village & its 
history. For more information 
contact Angus Holland on 

01579 363 121

Dragonflies & their 
moorland sites 
Saturday 30 July

A 1.5 mile walk from Minions 
Heritage Centre,10:30am 
- 1pm,  led by dragonfly 

expert, Steve Jones. Learn 
about dragonflies & their 
moorland habitat. Jane 

Uglow can tell you more on 
01579 362 350
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Caradon Hill
Area Heritage Project

It’S A HArD roCk LIfE
Following on from the hugely popular 
Phoenix 100 and William West events, It’s 
a Hard Rock Life was the third annual 
mining landscape celebration in the area. 
This exhibition took a grizzly look at mining 
around Caradon Hill, focusing in on the 
harsh realities of the miner’s lot.

CHAHP worked with Stuart House and the 
Liskeard and District Museum to exhibit the 
show. The Southeast Cornwall Trevithick 
Society and Liskeard Old Cornwall Society 
were also involved, ensuring the success of 
this unusual two week show. 

The children from Darite School were given 
an exclusive view and tour of the exhibiton. 

They then went on to look at Phoenix United 
Mine, before walking back to school taking 
one of the many miners’ tracks across 
the moor between the mining sites and 
settlements where they once lived.
 
The esteemed novelist E V Thompson 
opened the exhibition at Stuart House. He 
talked of his love for the area and how it 
had inspired his first Cornish book, Chase 
the Wind. There was a fantastic turnout to 
celebrate the opening. CHAHP Officer, Iain 
Rowe, has been instrumental in establishing 
these annual mining celebrations and is 
already looking forward to next year. 

A massive thanks to all those involved.



New life for the man in the mine
After a long wait work has finally begun on the Holman’s Complex. It has 
been a lengthy process to ensure the site’s natural wildlife, which includes 
both protected bryophytes and bats, is not damaged or injured during the 
reconsolidation of the mine structure. 

Furthermore the ruins lie in a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
emphasising the importance of this area and neccessity to help 
maintain it. Once work here has been completed conservation 
will continue onto the Jope, Sump and Miners’ Dry complexes.

Next time you look over to see the man in the mine you 
may see a number of real men working hard to preserve this 
historically important site.

Botany on the moor
In June, Co-ordinator of the Botanical Cornwall 
Group, Ian Bennallick, led a fascinating two hour 
walk across the moor. The walk unveiled a number of 
interesting finds: Ian’s botanical knowledge conveyed 
more than just names often giving examples of 
historical uses and strange superstitions.

Nearly two hundred different plant species were 
recognised during the walk. Ian was also able to 
identify the Greater Butterfly Orchid discovered on 
the Butterfly Walk on St Cleer Downs, pictured left. 
These orchids are considered to be of special interest 
and their details have been forwarded to the County 
Records Office.

The walk provided an engaging insight into botany 
in the local area and we hope to help encourage 
more people to get involved with the recording of our 
moorland plant life. For more information take a look 
at the Botanical Cornwall Group’s website, 

www.floracam.co.uk/bcg/



Liskeard YfC 
course

Liskeard Young Farmers’ Club 
(YFC) organised a certificated 
sheep shearing course with the 
help of Project Officer, Jane 
Uglow. The course was funded 
by CHAHP and enabled five 
men from the Liskeard YFC to 
become fully qualified.

British Wool Board Instructor, 
Digory Truscott, led the course 
and demonstrated British Wool 
Standards to ensure the highest 
quality fleeces. 

It was a fantastically successfully weekend with all five trainees attaining BWMB Blue Seal 
Awards for shearing. A special thanks to Mr and Mrs Dymond who kindly gave permission 
for the course to be held on their land at West Penquite Farm and also provided food and 
the sheep.

This year CHAHP’s, Iain Rowe led a group to witness the dawning of the Summer 
Solstice. For a taste of that moment when the sun hit the sky over Craddock Moor, 
local writer and WMN Editor, Simon Parker describes it beautifully…

“Each year an assortment of new-agers, archaeologists, pagans, ramblers, astron-
omers and the plain curious set their alarm clocks on Midsummer’s Day and head 
for an area of Bodmin Moor broadly known as Minions Moor…
 
“Spiritual or otherwise, Craddock Moor at 4am on the solstice is a special place. 
From ponies and foals more inquisitive than during daylight hours and sheep sil-
houetted on the horizon to majestic Brown Willy and Roughtor in the north, this 
splat of ground possesses a primal beauty…

“Waiting among the recumbent granite 
pillars of the stone circle, watching wave 
after wave of dark cloud skitter across 
the sky, the hastily-convened ECOS (East 
Cornwall Optimists Society) were beginning 
to wonder if their quest had been in vain. 
But with an unexpected break in the cloud 
cover a golden ball rose from the horizon 
right on cue. There were audible cheers 
from somewhere in the distance.”

Summer Solstice



Milestone appeal
Do you have a favourite local stone marker, 
somewhere you often walk past and wonder where it 
came from?

As part of the CHAHP we are looking to locate all 
historic milestones, guideposts, boundary markers 
and stone crosses.

We would like to map these important features and 
where appropriate help restore and conserve them.

If you know of one or more please get in touch so we 
can start to chart where they are in the area. It would 
be great if you have a photo too. We look forward to 
hearing from you...  

our blog, www.chahp.blogspot.com

Contact us...
Minions Heritage Centre, Minions, Liskeard, PL14 5LJ 

   01579 362 350  01872 326 328

Andy Robinson, Project Manager arobinson@cornwall.gov.uk
Iain Rowe, Project Officer   irowe1@cornwall.gov.uk  
Jane Uglow, Project Officer   juglow@cornwall.gov.uk
Abigail Billinge, Project Assistant   abillinge@cornwall.gov.uk


