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ST MARTIN’S CHURCH LISKEARD 

Sunday 24 March 2013 

St Martin’s Church Upper Hall 
 

AGENDA 
 

10.00 am Holy Communion Service 
 

Coffee break 
 

11.00 am Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2012 
 

Prayers, Welcome and apologies (please sign the attendance sheet) 
 

Vestry Meeting 
 

1. Approval of minutes of the Vestry Meeting held on 25 March 2012 
2. Election of Churchwardens 
3. Nomination of Mayor’s Warden 
 

The Vestry meeting is open to all parishioners 
 

Incumbent’s Report 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 

1. Election of  Deanery Synod Representatives (4) 
2. Election of Parochial Church Council (12 max) 
3. Electoral Roll Report 
4. Term of service for PCC Members 
5. Churchwarden’s Report 
6. PCC Report 
7. Financial Report/Accounts for Year/Statement of Funds and Properties 
8. Appointment of Sidespersons  
9. Appointment of Independent Examiner 
10. Appointment of PCC Secretary 
11. Appointment of PCC Treasurer 
12. Appointment of Vice Chairman 
13. Appointment of Electoral Officer 
14. Appointment of Child Protection Officer 
15. Appointment of Health & Safety Officer 
16. Appointment of First Aid Officer 
17. Reports on Church Life 
18. Café Style Church and Mission Strategy 
19. Vote of thanks (by Churchwarden) 
20. Other matters  
21. The Year Ahead –  Pentecost 2013 
     Walk Cornwall 
     Future Plans 

Following this meeting there will be a Lent Lunch to which you are all welcome 



THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

The Parochial Church Council together with the Rector meet regularly to discuss matters 

of general concern and importance to the parish. 

 

Their functions include: 

a) Promoting in the parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, 
social and ecumenical. 

b) The consideration and discussion of matters concerning the Church of England 
or any other matters of religious or public interest. 

c) Making known and putting into effect any provision made by the Diocesan 
Synod or the Deanery Synod. 

d) Giving advice to the Diocesan Synod and Deanery Synod on any matter 
referred to the council. 

e) Raising such matters, as the council consider appropriate with the Diocesan 
Synod or Deanery Synod. 
 

 

 

Membership of the PCC is as follows: 

a) All clerks in Holy Orders beneficed in or licensed to the parish. 

b) All the members of the team of that ministry. 

c) All churchwardens. 

d) Readers whose names are on the roll of the parish. 

e) Lay members of any Deanery Synod, Diocesan Synod, or the General Synod. 

f) Such number of representative of the laity as is indicated by the size of the 
Electoral Roll. 

 

Any parishioner may raise matters for discussion at PCC meetings by giving the 

Secretary prior notice.  The Secretary will then put the item on the Agenda for 

discussion at the next appropriate meeting. 



 

2012 at St Martin’s, Liskeard, in last year’s order 

Report of the Priest-in-Charge 

The open church has continued through 2012 and, though we don’t know how many 
people have been blessed by it we have come across individuals, couples and families 
who have been very grateful for that space in which to seek comfort, consolation, re-
direction and a sense of the presence of the God who cares. We note also the absence 
of any untoward incidents arising from the silent witness. 

There has been witness to the life of the church which meets here on notice boards, 
magazines, service sheets, displays (like the solar panel display), the Christmas Tree 
Cross and stations of Experience Easter. More personally, members of the congregation 
have sometimes been here to welcome and greet visitors. When I get that privilege I 
nearly always point them to the World War II memorial with its depiction of more women 
than men and more home front work than armed services, Christ in the middle in the 
rubble. When we see a disaster and ask, “Where is God in all this?” it is good to be 
reminded that in Jesus he has shown himself to be right in the middle of the pain. 

The Solar Panel exhibition has gone from church and the panels depicted are on the 
roof, generating electricity for the benefit of St Martin’s and the world. Tony Piper and 
Mike Sturgess were steadfast in seeing through that project. We did not, in fact, 
expedite the plans we had for the Church Centre partly because of financial constraints 
and partly because it is difficult to summon energy for two major buildings-related 
projects in one year. The pressure for the Church Centre project was because of the 
success of the Café Style Worship, which has not yet outgrown the Upper Hall. It has, 
however, been more than comfortably full on a few occasions and still looks our likeliest 
service to furnish the worship needs for families and those with little or no experience of 
church. 

Deb did join us as Curate at Petertide (end of June) and will be priested in Petertide 
2013. In the Thomas the Tank Engine books Thomas always aspired to be a Really 
Useful Engine. Deb is already a Really Useful Curate and will be even more so when 
she can take weddings and communion services too. Meanwhile she has brought us 
new things like Celtic Worship, drawn us to restart a midweek prayer meeting and set 
new standards in colourful clergy clothes. Thank you, Deb. 

The other addition to our team of 2012 was Jenny who has carried on the struggle to 
maintain order despite the disorderly clergyman installed in the Rectory. She has 
learned that administration is not my strength but with patience, perseverance and good 
humour Jenny has not only enabled us to avoid catastrophe but has also found time to 
listen to those who trickle into the office to book halls for parties, apply for a Baptism,  
asks for Banns to be called or enquire about anything ecclesiastical. Thank you, Jenny. 

My Rural Dean’s duties have included responsibility for my former parishes at Stoke 
Climsland and Linkinhorne and Lanreath with Pelynt. They were well organised and did 
not call upon either my wisdom or time very much, which is just as well because both 
are in short supply. Both are now settled with their new Priest-in-Charge and there are 
no vacancies currently in the Deanery. 

Our Worship Leaders continue to serve us very well. Indeed we could not sustain our 
pattern of services without them. Many of them have yet to take the new course, but 
most are continuing to learn new things in the course of their service. The regular 



meetings for the 9.30 Worship Leaders, chaired by Sheri, have stimulated our thinking 
and produced good results. The reflections they contribute to our Carol Services are 
particularly helpful. Once again the pattern of our services has remained virtually 
unchanged but variety has been introduced in some of the ways we do things. The one 
fairly established change is Deb’s introduction of Celtic Worship in the Evening Service 
on the 1st Sunday of the month. Thank you. 

Can I again thank and pay tribute to Liz and Ron our Readers for their worship, teaching 
and pastoral ministry. They operate in churches other than St Martin’s and beyond 
church buildings and their service is invaluable. Once again I commend Reader ministry 
for anyone feeling called to a more active and demanding role in the Church Family. 

Teresa has continued to make us wonder how we survived those years when we were 
without either a youth of family worker. And could I also mention all the volunteers who 
have worked alongside her at Open the Book, ABC, Youth Club, Experience Easter, 
School Chaplaincy, Friday Club and in Going for Gold both in the Torch Procession and 
the Holiday Club. All these people are involved in the Mission of the Church and I rejoice 
to assure them and Teresa of the thanks and prayers of the Church. 

In the year there were 11 Baptisms, 35 Funerals and 6 Weddings. 

I would also like to express my gratitude to all those whose ministries I have not 
mentioned in this report –  Bell Ringers, Flower Arrangers, Choir, Music Groups, our 
Organist Kerrell, Barry Jay who often helps us out and more recently (though not in the 
year of reportage) Chris Howarth who returned in our hour of need, Cleaners (with a 
special mention of Andrew Harrison who, having regularly vacuumed the church carpets 
has taken on the cleaning of the Church Centre each week thereby saving our financial 
outgoings), Maintenance Team, those who prepare and serve food and drink, the PCC 
and the Standing Committee.  

Special thanks to our treasurer, Mike Sturgess who prepares and presents our Accounts 
to you. Also to our Churchwardens: Tony, Annie and Paul, for their complementary 
exercise of different gifts to the important business of governance, leadership, 
representation and welcome which they exercise. Annie is standing down this year so 
that we don’t have a sudden clatter of resignations. Thank you to you all for all that you 
do. 

We began in 2012 to plan for this year to be very significant.  We have a discipleship 
teaching programme in Church Services and home-groups which started on the first 
Sunday in Lent and continues until the weekend of Pentecost. At that time it is our 
prayer that the example of the Church in Antioch, and the inspired leadership of Bishop 
Tim, will take us to ‘lift off’ in the prayer-centred mission which is to be the heartbeat of 
our church. Please pray fervently for Pentecost 2013. 

Revd Canon Tony Ingleby 
  



ABC Group (Adults, Babies, Children) 

ABC continues to provide a warm and friendly 
welcome to adults, babies and children who 
come each Tuesday to St Martin’s Church 
Hall.  The adults are served with tea/coffee 
and chocolate biscuits by Ron, Maggie, 
Andrew, Rosie and Linda, while Teresa and I 
spend time talking with the adults  making 
sure  no one is on their own and seeing that 
the children are playing together without too 
many fights!  We encourage the children to 
have their juice and biscuits at the table – 
which is always a very popular time.  Each 
week we try to organise a craft session which 
I think is enjoyed as much by the adults as the 
children. Sometimes we use a theme at 
certain times of the year eg Easter, Harvest 
and hopefully you will have seen an example 
of our efforts in the church hall.  Then comes 
the singing time with action songs and the 
children enthusiastically playing the drums! 

At the beginning of December, twenty four of 
the group went to Tapenades for a Christmas 
meal which was a really enjoyable evening.  
We had a lovely ABC Christingle service 
especially for pre school children in St 
Martin’s Church, followed by a party and a 
visit from Father Christmas who gave all the 
children a book about the story of Christmas 

Now we are looking forward to our Easter 
service before we break up and a family trip to 
Trethorne Leisure Park in the April.    We hire 
a coach and encourage all the family to come 
along as it is in the Easter holidays. 

Please continue to pray for all those who 
come along to the group and also for the 
helpers that we can continue to share God's 
love with everyone who comes in. 

Julie Cawrse 
 
Bell Ringing and The Bell Ringers 

Our band of ringers continues to grow, we 
now have as many as 20 sometimes, with an 
age range from 10 to 80. We have, roughly, 
equal numbers of males and females. This is 
so different from the reports of 4 or 5 years 

ago when we were desperate for new 
members. 

After many years leading the tower, for which 
we are very grateful, Oswald Griffin has 
decided to stand down and William Carew is 
now our tower captain. The secretary is also 
standing down after 15 years and Paula Jay 
has agreed to fill this role. 
One other important piece of news is that for 
the first time we have three generations of 
ringers in one band: Geoffrey Harris, his 
daughter Paula Jay and her son Oliver Jay. 
So, at some stage, we will have to celebrate 
this by ringing a special touch or even a peal. 
If you would like to join us we practice at 7.30 
pm each Thursday and you can be assured of 
a warm welcome. 

Dave Dewar (Bell ringing secretary) 
 
Café part of the Café Service 

There’s a cafe church in Liskeard 

Where some people work ever so hard 

They are happy to serve us 

At each Café service 

So "thank you" from our local Bard! 

Linda Dean 
 
Choir Report 

Kerrell Garner has led the choir gently and 
with humour through another year of regular 
Sunday services, Taizé, anthems and 
seasonal music for Advent, Christmas, Good 
Friday, Easter and other major occasions. We 
are very grateful to him for all his skill, 
preparation and effort and we wish him a 
speedy recovery from his heart operation. 

In the meantime we thank God for bringing 
Chris Haworth back to the area just at the 
time when the choir is bereft of a choir 
master. He has thrown himself into the task of 
training us to lead services during the special 
Lenten teaching programme, stretching to 
Easter and beyond (our discipleship course 
runs right through to Pentecost though we 
have not started learning anything special for 
post-Easter yet)! We have already enjoyed 



learning and performing anthems and singing 
unaccompanied under his direction during the 
past few weeks. 

Choir membership has been pretty static over 
the past year. We would gladly welcome 
singer in all parts, but especially to boost the 
sopranos who, on some Sundays, are rather 
few. 

Marion Ingleby 
 
Christmas Fayre 

This was a jolly event full of the season’s 
expectation and goodwill The lunch provided 
by Mick and Rodger was enjoyed by one and 
all. All the stalls looked beautiful and attracted 
many buyers. The nature of the Christmas 
festivities means that we are in competition 
with other groups for attendance and money 
but we did fairly well. 

Thanks to all who manned stalls, donated, 
spent money or did washing up, etc 

Linda Dean 
 
Christmas Lunch 

The Christmas Lunch went very well and was 
well attended by, about, 24 women who said 
that they enjoyed the meal and being waited 
on! We hope to repeat next year. 

Mick Chandler 
 
Church Centre 

The Church Centre continues to be well used 
with most days having some occupancy, 
although there are some afternoon slots that 
could be filled on a regular basis. We have 
had some new groups this year: Beam Fit on 
a Monday morning in the lower hall, The 
Suicide Bereavement Group on a Thursday 
morning in Jericho and, of course, our very 
own SMart Internet Café on a Friday in 
Jericho. The internet cafe has had good 
attendance so far and, I understand, has been 
fun. Hopefully, we can continue with new 
people and returners anxious to learn more, 
over the coming months. As a result the 
Church Centre can now boast superfast 
broadband which can be made available to 

both church members and our groups for 
presentations, etc. Our thanks go to Sheri and 
Jay for co-ordinating and organising this. 

Jenny Deacon 
 
Church Cleaning 

Always an on-going challenge! Andrew is a 
whizz with the Vacuum cleaner, the rest of us 
dust and polish in his wake! 

Anne Purdon 
 
Church Hall Cleaning 

The two church halls are a more valuable 
resource for the community than most people 
probably realise. They are used by numerous 
clubs, including dance groups, karate club, 
slimmer’s group, quilter’s group, bridge club, 
children’s groups, lunch club and, more 
recently, the internet café. There is a room 
highly suitable for private meetings on the first 
floor of the upper church hall also. 

Given the importance of the halls, there is a 
need to maintain them in a clean and 
welcoming state; the toilets in both halls 
receive especially good attention on Friday 
mornings with sinks and toilets being cleaned, 
floors mopped and toilet rolls changed. The 
kitchens (especially upper hall) are carefully 
cleaned also; all surfaces, sink, oven and 
fridge and floor mopped (with separate mop 
and bucket) also rubbish removed and re-
cycled where appropriate. Carpets, main halls 
and church office are cleaned on, at least, a 
weekly basis. 

Andrew Harrison 
 
Church and Grounds (Working Party) 

We have fixed two new LED lights to the choir 
stalls which saves nearly 80% in electrical 
consumption. 

The cross is erected on special occasions 
with the help of Mr & Mrs R Matthews and 
Simon Crosbie. We have also fixed LED bulbs 
to the cross which will be a good saving to the 
electric bill. 



The tower problems are still with us but I will 
fix a small gutter around the window in the 
ringing chamber to shed the crater away. 

We clear the Christmas flowers from the 
graves around the churchyard and tidy trees 
and shrubs as required. 

Our small group of helpers is showing their 
age, one special one is 92! We would be 
happy to welcome anyone who could spare a 
couple of hours on Tuesday evening at 6.00 
pm. 

Bryan Martin 
 
Church Office 

Its twelve months since the last APCM when I 
was still very much the “new girl(?)” and 
feeling somewhat overwhelmed. I was, 
reliably, informed that it would take twelve 
months to get to grips with the job having 
seen all the festivals come and go. Well, I’m 
not sure about that, no sooner is one festival 
over then there is another big event to 
organise and last year is a distant memory. 

The office is still very busy and some days 
there is not enough time to think, hence errors 
are made, and for that I am sorry. However, I 
have a great team of people who are always 
willing to help, even though they are all very 
busy themselves. Especially, Teresa who 
covers for me when I am away, Paula for 
manning the office regularly on a Tuesday 
when I endeavour to get some, much needed, 
fresh air, Margaret and Colin for all their help 
and support; being able to delegate the 
publication of New Star is a huge help, and 
Annie who will come and help me at the drop 
of a hat. Also: Dave Dewar who drops in 
regularly to assist with the banking or any bits 
of shopping required, Bryan for being at the 
end of the phone for all those little jobs in the 
halls that constantly need attention (well 
rather Debbie is at the end of the phone but 
reliably passes on the messages)! Last, but 
not least, Andrew who, not only cleans the 
halls, but also assists, so willingly, with any 
little, or large, tasks that I may have for him. 
Thank you everybody. 

Jenny Deacon, Parish Administrator 

Churchwardens’ Report 
 
Inventory 

There have been no changes to the Church 
Inventory during the year but we are holding 
the Chalice from Dobwalls United Church 
during its rebuilding.  Repairs to the lid of the 
Willliam Huddy wine carafe have been 
completed.  We are, however, holding in safe 
keeping the chalice from Dobwalls United 
Church during its rebuilding. 

Maintenance and Repair 

1. In April the repair of the vandalised 
stained glass window in the north east 
Chancel was completed and the 
remaining copper wire protective grills 
replaced with galvanised steel. 

2. Care of the Communion vessels 
currently in use was improved with 
provision of a lockable cabinet in the 
Clergy Vestry. 

3. The walls of the South Aisle were lime-
washed in July. 

4. The North Door and the metal work of 
the north and south entrances and the 
Lyche Gate were repainted in August. 

5. Over the course of the year the low 
energy halogen light bulbs and most of 
the spotlights have been replaced with 
light emitting diode (LED) bulbs.  This 
process is continuing. With the LED 
lighting fully switched on the lighting 
system uses little more than 500 watts. 

6. The programmable time switches for 
both heating boilers have been 
replaced. 

Capital Work 

In early July the long awaited solar 
photovoltaic generating system was installed.  
We now await the first year’s Feed-in Tariff 
financial return with interest. The system 
usually generates at a rate of 12 kW hours 
during the day.  

Sidesmen and Counters  

We are very grateful to our regular, rota’d 
Sidesmen and also to the small army of those 
willing to be ambushed for duty when nobody 



is available for the rota. The Clergy and Office 
staff appear to be severely agoraphobic and 
become very stressed at the sight of wide 
open spaces on the rota, but the current 
system works satisfactorily. More volunteers 
are always welcome to join the ‘usual 
suspects’. Please speak to one of the 
Churchwardens if you think you could help on 
occasions.  

Open Church Policy  

We have experienced no apparent problems 
of theft or vandalism since its inception and 
the church is maintained in a most 
presentable condition. We are all indebted to 
the cleaners, brass polishers and decorators 
who continue to keep it so throughout the 
week and weekend. 

Tony Piper 
 
Coffee after 9.30 am Service 

This is a little self financing coffee stop giving 
any profit to the Church funds 

Linda Dean 
 
Curate’s Report 

It’s hard to believe I have already been here 
for eight months! I have been touched by the 
friendly welcome I have received from the 
church communities at St Martin’s, St Keyne 
and Dobwalls. One of the things I value most 
is the wide variety of services here. I have 
had the chance not just to sample most of the 
services but also lead and preach at many 
and am grateful for congregations that are 
used to training a curate and offer support 
and feedback as I find my feet and my 
confidence! 

With so much to learn, I have tried to focus 
first on working with my strengths: experience 
with teenagers and schools, so have 
appreciated the opportunity to get to know 
some of the young people at the Monday 
night youth club. I will be sorry to have to put 
that to one side for a time at least in order to 
better organise time at home with my family. I 
have just become a Governor at St Martin’s 
school and am part of the chaplaincy team at 

Liskeard Community School. I am hoping also 
to get involved as an honorary chaplain at 
Liskeard hospital.  

Sometimes it has felt as if the learning curve 
is very steep but I am grateful for all the 
people who have encouraged and helped me 
with information, advice and support! 

Deb Grigg 
 
Deanery Report 

Again meetings have been interesting this 
year. In May Revd. Marilyn Elliott welcomed 
us at Stoke Climsland where charity ‘Market 
Stalls’ were set up by Christian Aid, 
Compassion UK ,Emmaus, St.Petroc’s 
Society, ShelterBox and Tearfund. 

Rebecca Evans, Diocesan Stewardship and 
MAPping Adviser spoke at St. Neot in 
October. We were reminded about the 
Diocesan Roadshow to be held at Liskeard 
School and it was agreed that Revd. Deborah 
Griggs be appointed a Foundation Governor 
at St. Martin’s Deanery School. 

At the end of November the act of worship 
was lead by the Youth Link Team who had 
presented an ‘Experience Advent’, put 
together by themselves, to children from St. 
Cleer School earlier in the day. We were 
given a review of the day before looking at the 
displays ourselves. The Deanery meetings 
are open to everyone and this one I wish 
more people had seen. The visiting children 
were not from a church school; this kind of 
outreach is so important. 

In the New Year we started, as we did last 
year, at St. Martin’s with  a moving act of 
worship begun in darkness as we celebrated 
the coming of light before settling down to 
business. From Sue Green we learned about 
plans afoot to change the way local church 
schools are run. 

Revd .Tony Ingleby informed us of his 
retirement as Rural Dean and Brian Mayor is 
retiring from the Deanery Synod after many 
years service. 



We were fortunate to have dry weather for our 
Boat Trip from Saltash to the choppy waters 
off Plymouth Hoe.  

Sandra Merry 

 
Deanery Report – Retiring report from 
Brian Mayor 

The boat trip on the Tamar in June was a 
success and made a profit, which was divided 
between three charities. 

The Diocesan Road Show held on 17 
November 2012 was attended by The 
Diocesan “Deaf Church” for the first time and 
was welcomed by Bishop Tim. Proceedings 
were signed by Canon Debbi Harvey and 
Carleen Collins. The Diocesan budget for 
2013 was presented by the Diocesan Board 
of Finance which was accepted. 

Sue Green, Director of Education, led a major 
debate on future plans for Diocesan Church 
Schools the introduction of Academy 
Federated Schools and Co-operatives has 
changed the structure and management of 
schools and presents many challenges and 
opportunities for the future. 

The Deanery Youth Link team report for 2012 
was given by Felicity Sneyd who reported on 
a visit to Labrador Rescue Trust dog show in 
August at Duloe. 

There was a planning meeting for Experience 
Easter at St Cleer, help was given by Teresa 
Folland and Helen Gardner. The event proved 
a happy and successful one. 

At the February Deanery Synod I gave my 
notice to retire after 37 years. During my time 
on the Deanery I was elected by the Deanery 
Synod to the Diocesan Synod, where I served 
under five Bishops and retired in 2009. 

Brian Mayor 
 
Dobwalls United Church 

Without heating in the chapel, most of our 
services have been held in the warmer and 
cosier Sunday Schoolroom. 

This year has been an emotional roller 
coaster while we awaited the commencement 

of the refurbishment programme for the 
building. We managed to hold our Lent 
Lunches for Christian Aid and all the monthly 
Saturday buffet lunches from May until 
October in the schoolroom. The final one on 1 
December was held, as usual, at the 
Christmas Bazaar in the Memorial Hall. The 
weather was kind to Bob and Julie Crouden 
for the cream teas they held for chapel funds; 
we enjoyed their garden. We were fortunate 
to have Canon Perran Gay, a cousin of one of 
our members, take a celebration service. 
These events were well supported. 

Towards the end of autumn we had to work 
fast to empty the church and schoolroom so 
the builders could move in. We took up 
floorboards, removed pews and various 
woodwork; tasks done by us to save on costs. 
Groups packed china, carried chairs to 
storage and separated our immediate needs 
from what had to be stored like our chalice. 
Tom Bevan saved some of the wood and 
made small crosses which were sold at the 
Bazaar. Unfortunately work came to a halt 
when the builder had to pull out but is soon to 
begin again with a new contractor. We really 
are looking forward to moving into our ‘new 
church’. Groups who used the schoolroom 
have had to hire other venues. We hope they 
will return to us. 

Our Christmas Eve service, like others 
recently, was held in the Memorial Hall. 
Inhabitants of Dobwalls , Doublebois and a 
few surrounding places received their 
Christmas cards and invitations to seasonal 
events. Not only have we been thanked by 
several people but a few of those who do not 
attend our services have given us old cards 
so we can start making next year’s. A few are 
giving donations to New Star and one gives 
money regularly to the church. 

Dorothy Snowdon 
 
Family Pastoral Worker 

Wow, what a year 2012 was! I love looking 
back over my diary for the last 12 months and 
remembering all the things I have had the 
privilege to be involved with. 



There are the weekly activities; on Mondays I 
spend an hour in the prayer room at Liskeard 
Senior School and follow that with an 
assembly for the year 7’s. Other colleagues 
within the Chaplaincy team attend on other 
days so that all the pupils at the school get at 
least one Christian assembly each week. 

Our “Youff Club”, is, enthusiastically, lead by 
Rosie and Pete Morgan and, equally 
enthusiastically, attended by a wide variety of 
young people, some who come and go and 
others who are there week in week out. I am 
usually consigned to administer toasties with 
cheese or chocolate spread or both!! Also, 
cheesy chips, pizzas or fruit along with 
squash and lots of conversation. 

Tuesdays, I find myself at 2 sessions of ABC 
which a great team of helpers and an ever 
growing number of mums and dads and 
childminders and grandparents and, of course 
most importantly, babies and children. It is 
really encouraging to see that this group is so 
popular and appreciated by those in our 
community. As a church we offer chat and 
support and friendship and care to all the 
young families who come along. 

On Wednesdays its Open the Book at 
Dobwalls CP School and on Fridays we go to 
St Martin’s (this year we have started to go to 
both on Wednesdays, which is working out 
very well). OTB is a fantastic venture to be 
involved with - we have a great team of 
people (we are always looking for more if you 
are interested). We go into the schools each 
week and act out or get the children to act out 
a Bible story and give them some aspect of 
the story to think about and offer a short 
prayer - all of it is scripted, none of us are 
professional actors (by any stretch of the 
imagination). The teachers love it, the kids 
love it and we have a great time too. 

On Friday, its Friday Club at St Martin’s 
school where we get to spend some time with 
a lovely bunch of children as reported by 
Andrew elsewhere. 

Finally, on Sundays I am often involved with 
helping to lead Café Church as a local 

worship leader which again is reported 
elsewhere. 

So that’s the weekly stuff. In between I fit in 
Liskeard Churches Together, being a 
foundation Governor at St Martin’s, helping 
out in the office, Baptism visits and 
safeguarding co-ordinating. 

There were also a few extra special events in 
2012. We ran our Experience Easter event 
again in the church for a week for the local 
Primary schools and had a fantastic response 
to that. 

I managed to get myself on the organising 
committee for the Olympic Flame visit to 
Liskeard on 19th May; mainly to ensure that 
we were part of the whole community event 
when giving the free cream teas Churches 
Together in Cornwall were offering. I have to 
say it was a huge success; the whole day was 
amazing with so many things going on and a 
lot of hard work was put in by a lot of people. 
We, as part of LCT, gave away 1000 cream 
teas that day alongside some free Christian 
literature. St Martin’s were responsible for the 
site at Liskeard Senior School (and a big 
thank you to them for allowing us to set up a 
marquee on their grounds) and we had the 
added pleasure of being a stopover for the 
Praise Bus which preceded the Olympic flame 
for the entire 70 days, with different groups 
singing praise songs throughout our land. 
They stayed with us for an hour and had 
much needed cups of tea. 

Carrying on with that theme LCT organised a 
sports quiz evening at Eliot House which was 
great fun and then there was our annual 
Holiday Club. This year we were Going 4 
Gold; we focussed on sport and several local 
sports clubs came in and ran taster sessions 
for us. We also looked at looking after 
ourselves and used the story of King David to 
do that. Again, there are a great team of 
people helping me out with that. 

Later in the year I led a seminar at Diocesan 
House for Local Worship Leaders on Café 
Worship, spoke at the Bishop’s Roadshow on 
behalf of our Parish about café worship and 
Open the Book and I was able to help out with 



the Deanery children’s team when we wrote 
and put on an Experience Advent at St Cleer 
Church for their local school. 

So all in all a busy and rewarding 12 months. 

Teresa Folland - Family Pastoral Worker 
 
Flower Rota 

What would it be like if we didn't have flowers 
in church most of the year? Thankfully we 
won't know due to the work of our people on 
the rota - thank you all. Particular thanks to 
Kevin who, not only decorates for 
Remembrance and Christmas but often" fills 
in the gaps". Please remember you are all 
welcome to "do your own thing" at Easter and 
Christmas regarding flowers in the Church. 
Anyone wishing to come onto the rota, please 
feel free to ring me. 

Linda Dean 
 
Focus on Prayer 

Focus on Prayer is held on the third Sunday 
of the month at the 6.00 pm service. It takes a 
different form each month eg Prayers for 
Unity, Watch and Pray, Praying through the 
Lord's Prayer, Thanksgiving, when we 
remembered who we were thankful for, (those 
who had helped us in our Christian journey,) 
what situations we were thankful for and how 
to be thankful in difficult circumstances, 
praying with the aid of hymns and songs, 
preparing for Christmas, etc. Interspersed 
with prayer, we sing and often have a time of 
silence for personal prayer and an opportunity 
to pray for others who are in need. We would 
love to see more people joining us to pray for 
the needs of the world, our nation and our 
church. 

Chris Bennett 
 
Friday Club 

What fun!  Isn’t the Lord wonderful?  You are 
doing something for Him and discover you are 
having the time of your life: that’s Friday Club. 

It is also a group of children at St Martin’s 
School who meet on Friday at 3:15 pm to 
have a morsel to drink and eat, then play 

games, watch a video, receive some 
teaching, do a little craftwork, more games 
and finally prayers before being collected by 
parents.  All this in an hour! 

Of course, this is all supposed to be 
supervised by a team of 5 adults, but often it 
turns out that the children are trying to 
supervise us, in the nicest possible way.  
Tony leads all this fun, so obviously there is a 
purpose and that is largely enabling children 
to learn and think about God.  It is also an 
opportunity for them to spend time just 
chatting with an adult who is known to them 
as a Christian.  We are very privileged to be 
invited into their world, to hear about their 
lives, the excitement of being their age, their 
hopes and dreams.  Interested? Come along 
as an observer, you’d be very welcome 
indeed, but do check beforehand that it is on.  
Occasionally it has to be cancelled because 
of something else that is happening at the 
school. 

Andrew Waller 
 
Give Joy 

Give Joy, also known as the Christmas Lunch 
is organised for those who would, otherwise, 
be on their own. Forty four people were fed 
this year. Lots of help was given by all 
denominations and none. Hundreds of 
pounds were given which will be used 
throughout the year. 

Anne Purdon 
 
Home Communions 

Every month members of the ministry team 
have the privilege of taking Holy Communion 
to the members of our church family who can 
no longer join us in church.  

Some live in our residential homes, Eventide, 
Beech Lawn, Pengover and St Anthony’s 
where, if mobility allows, they gather together 
for a short service and join with you in sharing 
bread and wine.  

Some  we visit in their own homes and they 
also feel part of the larger family of believers, 
as  we share together in a simple act of  



 

worship around the Lords table, partaking of 
the bread and wine brought from one of the 
services held in church. 

When you next receive communion, please 
remember those who cannot be there, but 
who join with you month by month as they 
share bread and wine. 

If for some reason you find you are 
temporarily housebound, e.g. a broken leg or 
post surgery and would like to receive 
communion at home please contact the 
church office. 

Liz Piper 
 
Hospital Chaplaincy Volunteer Visitors 
Report 2012 

The year of 2012 saw some changes in the 
NHS South West with the emergence of 
Peninsula Community Health. In accordance 
with  specific Health and Safety training 
standards, all HCV visitors had to update their 
training, receive new  I.D. badges and 
frequent meetings to keep up to the standards 
required. Fortunately some of these were in 
Liskeard where several new recruits for the 
area had been selected and introduced to the 
system. 

St Martin’s Liskeard has two hospital 
chaplaincy volunteer visitors frequenting 
Liskeard Community Hospital on Wednesdays 
and Fridays.  The year has been a busy one 
for Chris and I,  for when change is 
implemented it has degrees of specific and 
subjective criteria.  For the pastoral worker 
this has meant understanding that new 
structures will continue to be put into place as 
time evolves. 

Seen in a positive light we have a really good 
team across Cornwall, thanks to our ministers 
and helpers. On this note Chris and I would 
like to thank Maggie for making such lovely 
lavender bags to be given out at the hospital. 
May we continue in God’s name to do what 
good we can for others. 

Lorraine Stirrup and Chris Hallam 
 

HOUSE GROUPS 

Bible Study – 18 Castle Street 

We meet at 10.00 am each week, on a 
Thursday. At the moment we are studying 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians from a Life 
Builder Bible Study book. The numbers 
attending vary. We normally have a hymn and 
prayer to start the meeting and then take 
turns reading parts of the lesson we are to 
discuss. 

At the moment the Revd Freddie Harrison is 
leading the group, his knowledge of the bible 
and his experience over many years is much 
appreciated. The meeting ends with tea or 
coffee at about 11.30 am. If you would like to 
join our group my telephone number is 
Liskeard (01579) 345704. 

Cyril Willis 
 
Bible Study - 26 Pound Street 

We meet on a Wednesday evening at 7.30 
pm. Five people are attending at the present 
time. We gather to study the Bible and pray. 
We have just completed Luke “New Hope 
Joy” 26 studies, A life Builder Bible Study 
Book. 

We each take turns leading the group. We all 
contribute to the Prayer list. The leader will 
pray for forgiveness then pray for those on the 
list and we also give thanks. The leader reads 
the questions and delegates the reading to 
the rest of the group. We finish with the Lord’s 
Prayer linking hands. 

Next Wednesday we are starting 8 studies 
entitled “Jesus Final Week” to run over 
Easter. 

Mick & Linda Chandler 
 
Inter Church Prayers for Liskeard 

Hilary and Maureen approached us about the 
possibility of all our local churches coming 
together to pray for our town. This was an 
exciting initiative and we readily agreed. So 
far we have had four meetings. The highest 
number has been 36. At present we meet at 
St Martin's the 3rd Thursday morning of each 



month, 10.30 to about 12 noon.It is so good to 
meet with other Christians we rarely see. 
Hilary's vision is that the Church should be a 
house of prayer. We go from month to month 
waiting to see how God will lead us. 

Ron Bennett 
 
Living Waters 

Golly gosh another year has gone that makes 
6 and we are still meeting every second and 
fourth Thursday of the month in the upper 
church hall. 

There we will have some prayers, some 
praise music. 

We are neither a bible study group nor a 
discussion group, we look to vary our 
fellowship with different activities from skittles 
to birthday cakes and at the end have a cup 
of tea. Above all we are looking at journeying 
together to get to know our God more and to 
understand him better. So that we may share 
in him the love that he has for us, so that we 
can reach those who have yet to find and 
know Gods love. 

We are not a large group just around about 12 
sometimes more sometimes less no pressure 
but we do have some fun. 

Come and journey with us and we can enjoy 
fellowship together. 

Paul Eglin 
 
Local Worship Leaders 

St Martin's Local Worship Leaders are a small 
group of people who get together to lead 
various services of worship, both in the main 
church building and in the church hall. Whilst 
we are neither clergy nor readers, we have 
attended courses on leading services – 
including the new one from Bishop Tim. We 
work in pairs – sometimes with Tony or Deb – 
and every few weeks there is a meeting we 
can all go to in the rectory in order to pool 
ideas and plan ahead. So although it may not 
always look like it, a lot of work and 
preparation goes into these gatherings! 

Enid Williams 

Thursday Evenings New Testament Bible 
Studies 

At Last!..... We have finished Revelation! It 
has been a marathon effort but promised 
blessing for all who read it....and we have 
been blessed. 

Now we are looking forward to Tony's Lent 
studies on Jesus' Journey to the Cross....and 
our journey to the Cross, the Resurrection, 
Pentecost and beyond. 

The overall theme is Mission - a Heartbeat not 
a Hiccup! Come and join us....Thursday 
evenings, 7.30 in the Rectory. 

Ron Bennett 
 
Wednesday Evening Housegroup 

We continued our study of the Acts of the 
Apostles which we completed in September.  
Tracing the routes of the various journeys and 
marvelling at the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
we found quite an adventure and very 
uplifting.  Then we started to wrestle with the 
Beatitudes – what a contrast!  This was a real 
struggle and quite dispiriting to start with.  
However, we have persevered and finished 
that study just in time to pick up the start of 
Tony’s course leading us up to Pentecost. 

As ever, the most important elements of this 
group are the fellowship, prayer, questioning 
and lively discussion.  We have welcomed 
several new members, and if we all managed 
to attend we would make a fairly large group 
of 13.  However, normal attendance is more 
likely to be 8 – 10. 

Andrew Waller 
 

MISSIONS 

Children’s Society 

I am the parish box holder secretary for the 
Children’s Society and this involves collecting, 
counting and returning the 40ish boxes on the 
list and then banking the proceeds (in 
Barclay’s not my own!). It has brought me in 
to contact with lots of lovely people, the 
majority of whom just collect small change 



(it’s amazing how this adds up) or focus on 
one sort of coin.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say a 
big thank you to all our box holders old and 
new. Your generosity is making a big 
difference to many vulnerable and 
disadvantaged young people including 
children at risk on the streets, disabled 
children, young refugees, young carers, those 
within the youth justice system to name a few 
areas of this charity’s work. The proceeds 
from the Christingle also go to this worthy 
cause. 

If anyone is interested in having their own box 
please let me know; remember no amount is 
too small and you hardly know you are 
collecting over the year if you use it for the 
loose change that is so irritating to carry 
around! Every little helps. 

Amanda Griffiths  343367 
 
Church Army - Colin and Angela Brown 

Exciting News! Colin is coming to Liskeard 
with his Art Exhibition in June. This will be at 
Stuart House for two weeks and in Church for 
one week. 

The Preview is on Tuesday, 4th June and 
Colin will also speak on Thursday 6th June at 
7.30 pm. There will be a Mission Sunday in 
Church on the 2nd June at which Colin will 
speak at the 9.30 Cafe and the 11.00 am 
services. 

Colin's aim is to express his journey of Faith 
through his Art work and to engage with 
others on their spiritual journey. 

Do book these dates and come and support 
him and learn from him. Help will be needed 
in stewarding the Exhibition and more details 
will be given nearer the time. 

Ron Bennett 
 
MAF – Mission Aviation Fellowship 

MAF is one of the missions we, at St Martin’s, 
Dobwalls and St Keyne, support through gift 
days and lent lunches. A Christian 
organisation, MAF operates more than 135 

light aircraft and flies into 2,500 remote 
destinations, transporting essential medical 
care, food and water supplies, relief teams 
and church workers. This enables physical 
and spiritual care to reach countless 
thousands of people cut off due to formidable 
geographical barriers, natural disasters and 
political unrest. For more details, visit their 
web site  
www.maf-uk.org, look at the notice board at 
the back of the church or speak to one of our 
missions’ team, myself in particular. We are 
hoping to have a speaker in November so 
keep an eye out for further details. This is a 
marvellous life changing organisation offering 
practical, life saving support to many 
desperate people and I am delighted by the 
enthusiasm and generosity shown by so 
many of our church members. 

Roger Griffiths 
 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship 

This is one of the four Missions that we 
support as a church. Our link missionaries are 
John and Paula Richards who are working in 
the Philippines. News of their work can be 
found on the missions board at the back of 
the church and reports are often given in 
STAR. They are greatly encouraged to know 
that we are praying for them and also show 
an interest in all that is going on in our church 
and pray for us too. 

As John and Paula were not on home 
assignment this year we were privileged to 
have an old friend, Judith Spear come and 
speak at the 9 30am and 11 o'clock services 
in April on behalf of OMF. Judith used to be 
our link missionary before her retirement. 

We support this mission by prayer and giving, 
and this year were able to send them £551 
raised through giving at the two services, the 
summer cream tea and lent lunches. This 
coming July we have booked a speaker, Revd 
Howard Peskitt, a vicar in Cornwall who has 
also worked for OMF. Please continue to pray 
for the work of OMF and especially for John 
and Paula. 

Chris Bennett 

http://www.maf-uk.org/


Samaritans Purse - Operation Christmas 
Child 

Once again due to the generosity of the 
members of St. Martin's church, we were able 
to send 42 shoe boxes filled with goodies, to 
the children of Serbia. This is such a 
worthwhile cause, as these children would not 
have any presents at Christmas time. The 
boxes are delivered personally by teams of 
volunteers who take them to the villages 
where they are most needed. This is usually 
done through the local churches, so we can 
be assured that those who need them do get 
them. This is another way that we can show 
the love of God to those who have so little. 
We will continue to support this charity this 
Christmas. 

Chris Bennett  
 
Tear Fund 

Tearfund work with partners and local 
churches all over the world. At the back of the 
church you will find Tearfund prayer diary and 
Tear Times giving news of the latest 
campaigns. There is an address and website 
telling you more about Tearfund's work and 
how you can help in giving and prayer. 

In West Africa 18 million people struggle to 
find enough food to survive. Help comes in 
many guises including cash-for-work, land 
regeneration schemes, livestock replenishing, 
credit schemes and grain banks. 
Niger,Burkino Faso and Mali have been hit by 
drought, high food prices flooding and conflict. 
Leatou and her family from Mailo, Niger give 
thanks for food distribution in her village. She 
says please continue to pray for me and my 
family and that I will be strong in my Christian 
faith. 

In Haiti thanks is given for classrooms and 
toilets. They are still recovering from the 
earthquake of 12th January 2010. 

This is just two of the hundreds of campaigns 
which continue all over the world. 

This year powerful world leaders are 
gathering in the UK for the annual G8 summit. 

Pray for this summit as they discuss climate 
change and global food shortages. 

St. Martin's Church have given £839 70p in 
2012. We have also provided a toilet in Chad, 
Africa this January along with thousands of 
other contributors. There is so much to do, 
keep praying. 

Jill Pryor 
 
Wednesday Evening Housegroup 

We continued our study of the Acts of the 
Apostles which we completed in September.  
Tracing the routes of the various journeys and 
marvelling at the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
we found quite an adventure and very 
uplifting.  Then we started to wrestle with the 
Beatitudes – what a contrast!  This was a real 
struggle and quite dispiriting to start with.  
However, we have persevered and finished 
that study just in time to pick up the start of 
Tony’s course leading us up to Pentecost. 

As ever, the most important elements of this 
group are the fellowship, prayer, questioning 
and lively discussion.  We have welcomed 
several new members, and if we all managed 
to attend we would make a fairly large group 
of 13.  However, normal attendance is more 
likely to be 8 – 10. 

Andrew Waller 
 
“Open the Book” 

This is a nationwide scheme for allowing 
small groups of lay people to do primary 
school assemblies in which Bible stories are 
acted out, using a few props and a bit of 
dressing up. Our local group of Anglican and 
Methodist volunteers has been in existence 
for 18 months and visits Dobwalls CP School 
and St Martin’s School in Liskeard each week.  
There is a set format using the Lion book of 
Bible Stories and also  introduction, 
conclusion, reflection and prayer, all scripted 
by the “Open the Book” organisation.  Almost 
invariably, we involve the children and 
sometimes the whole school gets to take part. 

It has become a most successful form of 
outreach – even the teachers learn  



something. In any case, they are very grateful 
that we are fulfilling some of their curriculum, 
gaining points for Ofsted Inspections and 
giving something for the whole school to think 
about, very often in the Staff Rooms. 

The group is lead with terrific enthusiasm and 
imagination by Linda Feek.  Unfortunately, 
because of illness and someone moving, the 
original group has dwindled slightly and new 
volunteers are urgently needed, not just to 
“act” but to help with costumes and props.  
Men would be particularly welcome, they just 
have to be adept at hiding behind the piano 
and used to playing “God”!  Any wife would 
willingly assess suitability.  Names to Teresa, 
please. 

Andrew Waller 
 
Let the Organ Thunder (Unto us a child is 
born) 

After nearly six years of absence, it is great to 
back at St Martin’s and sitting, again, at the 
console of the organ. It is a fine instrument, 
with a large number of stops allowing for a 
great range of timbre and dynamic contrasts. 
This enables an organist to accompany 
quietly, lead strongly, or perform triumphantly 
according to the situation. Many a church of a 
similar size would be envious of our 
magnificent instrument. 

Generally, the organ is working well, but there 
are parts that are wearing out. It is a complex 
piece of machinery combing electronic, 
pneumatic and mechanical action. Although 
regularly maintained, some components need 
to be replaced. Therefore, there are plans 
that, later this year, the electronic contacts 
and small components underneath the keys 
will be replaced and updated. Also, elsewhere 
some pneumatic action is going to be updated 
to electric. This will ensure that we can 
continue to enjoy this great instrument and 
“praise God on the strings and pipes” (Psalm 
150). 

Chris Howarth 
 
 
 

Forty years on the PCC 

I have been asked to report on my time on the 
PCC. 

I was elected in 1973 and would like to 
highlight some events that took place. 

Every year we organised a Summer and 
Winter fayre, to raise funds for the church. 

Each three years we had a Stewardship 
Mission, we always had to secure funding for 
all major works. The organ was overhauled in 
1980, cleaned and a new electromagnetic 
keyboard was installed. In 1981 a re-
dedication recital was given by Mr Christopher 
Dernley, the organist at St Paul’s. The 
refurbishment was organised and overseen 
by Mr Reg Hooper. 

The refurbishment of the church bells took 
place in 1997. This involved lowering all the 
bells inside the tower when it was discovered 
that two bells had been donated in memory of 
those who died in the South African war. 

In the year 2000, we celebrated the 
Millennium with Churches Together. The 
Chairman,  
Mr John Askham organised five granite Celtic 
Crosses to be erected at the entrances to the 
town. The event was full covered and 
included in the Time Capsule which I had the 
honour to organise. 

Brian Mayor 
 
Safeguarding 

This report used to fall under Child Protection, 
but now vulnerable adults are included as 
well. Also we can forget the acronym CRB-a 
criminal records bureau search and we can 
learn a new acronym DABS which stands for 
Disclosure & Barring Service. But don’t worry 
it doesn’t mean that everyone has to have a 
new search - the existing CRB’s are still valid 
for 5 years as before. 

I would like to say a big thank you to the 30 
plus people in our church who volunteer to 
work with children and vulnerable adults and 
especially to all of you who had to renew their 
search last year and did so with very little 



fuss-which made my job so much easier. Very 
few people need to have a DABS done this 
year and I will contact them as and when I 
need to. 

So we are all legal and able to continue with 
our voluntary work with children, young 
people and vulnerable adults knowing that St 
Martin’s provides a safe and secure 
environment for that work. 

Teresa Folland 

 
Servers’ Report 2013 

‘The Servers’ continue in their privileged 
position of setting up the Altar(s) in 
preparation for the services of Holy 
Communion and assisting during these 
services as necessary.  There are also 
occasions when the server assists the clergy 
with administering the Holy Sacraments. Our 
role is of quiet and committed assistance for 
the clergy as they carry out their duties to 
serve God in this act of worship, and  Holy 
Communion with God  through His Grace and 
Mercy.   To God be the Glory. 

There are fewer of us again this year. You 
may find that we will ask YOU to consider 
joining us.......!  Please contact Rev. T. 
Ingleby via the Church office if you would like 
to join us.     Thank you. 

Val Marshall 
 

SERVICES 

8.00 am service 

The Lady Chapel within St Martin’s Church is 
a quiet venue for the contemplation of all 
those things necessary for the wellbeing of 
our souls. 

The elevated register of language of the Book 
of Common Prayer forms the basis of the 
liturgy every third Sunday. Many will think the 
matters spoken of in such terms as wholly 
divorced from the rigours of 21st Century 
living. Others will see the language as a direct 
philosophical challenge: to see outside of our 
own immediate desires and to remember the 
sacredness of God’s realm and that our 

reverent respect for our fellow men and his 
world is all His holy will. 

The service is always conducted with the 
modest sobriety appropriate to the portentous 
matters it addresses. 

Andrew Harrison 
 
9.30 Informal Service 

Each Sunday morning, the 9.30 service offers 
an informal style of worship, which allows for 
a flexibility of style, the opportunity for 
congregational participation and the use of 
modern music.  On the 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Sundays of the month, these services take 
place in the Church Centre, in the context of a 
café – toast, croissants, doughnuts and more 
goodies are available, together with tea and 
coffee, and those attending sit around tables 
in small groups.  On the 2nd Sunday there is 
Informal Worship and on the 4th Sunday a 
Holy Communion service, both in the 
traditional setting of St Martin’s church.  

These informal services are planned and led 
by Local Worship Leaders, with our Reader 
Ron Bennett and both Tony Ingleby and Deb 
Grigg taking their part as the rota allows.  The 
services aim to be family-friendly, and 
certainly at the café services, there is craft, 
colouring or an activity specifically suitable for 
children; adults are also encouraged to 
participate in an activity, quiz, or something 
else to take part in or think about, relevant to 
the theme of the service.    Variety is the 
name of the game!   

When Tony, Deb or Ron are available, they 
will preach the sermon, or a brief talk will be 
given by one of the Local Worship Leaders if 
they are elsewhere.   Four different groups of 
people provide the music at the 9.30 services, 
continuing the variety that is on offer.  This 
music is generally led by keyboard and/or 
guitar, sometimes with drums, with singers 
giving the lead to the congregation, though 
backing tracks or CDs are used on occasion.   
Pete Morgan works with a band of young 
people which provides our music once a 



month, and their contribution is much 
appreciated.  The music is generally modern 
songs, although the occasional more 
traditional hymn is always appreciated, and 
Alex and Jenny Yabsley ensure that we are 
kept up-to-date with the latest releases.   

During the service there is a “Pit-stop”, 
providing an opportunity to top-up the plates 
and mugs, to concentrate on the day’s activity 
or simply to enjoy some fellowship with 
others.  

These services take quite a bit of 
organisation, by a number of different people.  
So thanks to the Local Worship Leaders and 
clergy who plan the service, prepare the 
activity, lead the worship and give a talk, to 
Linda Dean and her team who provide the 
refreshments, to the music groups – and of 
course to all those who attend.  

These informal services have a “buzz” to 
them – informal and fun, but also thoughtful 
and reverent.  You may be thinking that it is 
not your “cup of tea” – but why not come 
along and try it one day.  You never know – 
you might be surprised!    

Sheri Sturgess 
Local Worship Leader 
 
What’s so special in the St Martins Sunday 
menu? 

For the last couple of years the 11 am service 

has been my choice of ‘Main Course’ from the 

rich and varied menu that is the St Martin’s 

programme of Sunday worship. Why is this? 

Well, first of all I confess that the avian part of 

my nature tends more to the owl than the lark. 

The 8 am ‘Entrée’ course is served at a time 

of day when the limbs might have started to 

respond to the reveille call of breakfast, but 

the soul is likely to be discovered more in a 

supine than in a kneeling posture; and I’m 

regretful, not proud! 

Secondly I acknowledge that the 9.30 am 

‘Hors D’Oeuvres’ is served at a more 

agreeable time and would effortlessly win my 

vote for its rich variety and accessibility. But I 

have one problem which I agree is all my own 

and sadly inextricable from my age and 

musical upbringing. Let me pose it as a 

question: why are most worship songs so 

theologically naive and musically flaccid? Sort 

that out for me by delegating the theology to 

Charles Wesley (the master of narrative 

theology) and the music maybe to Howard 

Goodall (the writer of the Dibley theme) and 

I’ll have a word with that sluggardly soul; 

really I will! 

Which brings me to my perhaps unlikely 

choice of ‘main course’ – the quite traditional  

11 am Choral Eucharist. We come because it 

is safe (and I’m dropping the limp attempt at 

humour at this point). ‘Worship’ I was taught 

at vicar-school has a lot to do with ‘worth-ship’ 

- it is the place where the soul moves 

consciously away from everyday 

preoccupations to meet with its Creator God, 

and this can only happen in a place where we 

feel absolved from guilt and embraced by 

divine love. By ‘safe’ I don’t intend the 

exclusion of challenge because we all need 

the spear-prick of scripture and the sting of a 

well-aimed sermon to lift us out of laxity or 

startle us out of smugness. However, weak 

vessels that we are, we come not only for 

challenge, but to seek renewal. The heart of 

the Eucharist is the refreshment of soul that 

comes to us as God’s gift of himself in broken 

bread and wine outpoured. And it really 

doesn’t matter whether the words are ancient 

or modern, spoken or sung. He said “Do this” 

and when we do so we are hitching our leaky 

dingy to the life-boat of the Lord’s boundless 

and self-sacrificing love. 

To complete this gastro-tour of the St Martin’s 

Sunday I must give honourable mention to the 

6 pm fourth course (sweet or cheese, just as 

you please.) It is varied, frequently inventive, 

warm, intimate; in its own special way, an 



upper room kind of fellowship. And who can 

refuse that? 

So why – drifting back once more into whimsy 

– do I dare to voice any quarrel with  

St Martins Sunday menu? But O how I wish 

we could take a journey backwards to the 

opening day when there was no new pope or 

archbishop, nor any menu however 

prayerfully designed, but just one Church and 

one Worship.  

OK I know, but let me dream on . . . 

John Schild 

 
6.00 pm Service 

Evensong is always a lovely peaceful end to 
Sunday worship, However, the service at St. 
Martin's differs from the traditional Anglican 
evening service. It takes the form of 
alternative services focusing on Holy 
Communion and healing, one week, which is 
very spiritual. 

The next week there is a more traditional 
Songs of Praise; complete with the choir, 
marvelous organ playing and sometimes 
Revd Ingleby playing guitar and his own 
songs. 

The following week is devoted to Prayer 
concentrating on particular themes according 
to the Christian calendar or chosen by various 
leaders to focus our thoughts. 

All of these services enable us to worship in 
peace and harmony in our lovely church, 
spiritually uplifted and committed to God. 

Margaret Mills 
 
9.30 am Wednesday Holy Communion 

Every Wednesday, as you approach the 
“church on the hill”, church bells are ringing 
calling people to come and everyone, within 
hearing distance, is reminded that God is in 
their midst. Once inside a warm and friendly 
welcome is waiting to greet you. Regular 
members, sometimes between 15 and 35, 
and often visitors, attend and fill the Lady 
Chapel. 

The service begins at 9.30 and for the next 
thirty minutes the Lady Chapel becomes a 
place of pilgrimage. The journey begins with 
opening prayers, confession and absolution, 
Old and New Testament readings, a 
meaningful sermon, intercessions and The 
Peace. As we continue through the liturgy we 
are reminded of God’s love, forgiveness, 
grace and mercy and approach the giving and 
taking of Communion. As we remember the 
sacrifice Jesus made for us we are reminded, 
also, of our commitment to Jesus as we are 
sent out to be “Light to the World”. Meeting in 
the Lady Chapel creates a closeness and we 
begin to feel the “oneness” that Jesus prayed. 

We continue fellowship in the Church Centre 
with coffee and cakes provided by some 
lovely folks. 

What a wonderful way to begin a new day; 
uplifted and remembering that “God’s mercies 
are new every morning”. 

Chris Hallam 
 
Sidespersons 

To most people a sides-person is someone 
who hands out the service books and sheets 
before a service, and takes up the collection. 
There is the other part that they may not 
notice and that is at the end of the service 
when we clear up the books and leave the 
church tidy. 

There is a little more to these duties. We need 
to arrive at least 20 minutes before a service 
begins. This will give us time to check if there 
are any additional items to be “handed out”, 
eg Gift Envelopes, invitations to special 
services. We also have to check if there is 
something extra taking place in the service, 
eg a Christening. Have seats been reserved 
and, if there is more than one family, where 
will each family sit. 

If people appear to be unsure of where to go, 
be ready to give them some guidance. Also 
we may have to point out the section to be 
used in the service book or books. 

Of course our duties don’t start and finish 
during our allocated rota slot.  We have other 



duties that are often overlooked. These are 
summarised in Canon E2 - “The duty of 
sidespeople is to promote the cause of true 
religion in the parish and to assist the 
Churchwardens in the discharge of their 
duties in maintaining order and decency in the 
church and churchyard, and especially during 
the time of divine service.” 

Harry Richmond 
 
SMart Film Club 

As usual the SMart Film Club has been 
running one film a month during the year, 
apart from during the school summer 
holidays.  

Our films are aimed at children/families. 2012 
started with "Arrietty", an animated film based 
around the characters from "The Borrowers". 
Other children’s films shown during the year 
include: "Dolphin Tale", "Mr. Popper's 
Penguins", “Puss in Boots", "A Monster in 
Paris", the latest “Muppets Movie”, “Mirror 
Mirror”, “Men in Black 3”, “Brave”. 

The Olympic Torch came to Liskeard on the 
first day of its tour around Britain. As part of 
the events surrounding the Olympic Torch 
relay we showed the 1981 Oscar-winning film 
"Chariots of Fire". 

Typically we will get 40 or so people 
attending, the majority of who are not regular 
attendees at St Martin’s church. We still get 
people turning up who have never been 
before, having seen the banner outside the 
church or noticed it on the church website.  

The SMart team: Mike Sturgess, Simon 
Crosbie & Mick Chandler (ably supported by 
Chris). 
 
SMart Internet Café  

Strictly, a report on the SMart Internet café 
doesn’t belong in a report about 2012, as it 
didn’t get off the ground until February 2013.  
But the idea was conceived during 2012, 
when we received an offer of a grant to 
enable St Martin’s to upgrade to Superfast 
Broadband, if we were also prepared to 
provide an internet service to the local 

community.  Working in partnership with 
Citizens Online and Superfast Cornwall, we 
decided that the room known as Jericho in the 
Church Centre would be suitable for running 
courses, and so the grant was applied for and 
received, the broadband connection was 
installed and wi-fi was extended from the 
Church Office to Jericho.   

Jay Chapman from Citizens Online is the 
trainer for two Computer Beginners courses 
which started in February and will run until 
Easter.  There was great interest in these 
courses from members of the congregation, 
so about 15 people are currently being 
encouraged to switch on the computer and 
get on-line!  

Where next?  Family Learning are hoping to 
be able to run further courses for us post-
Easter – so watch this space!  But at present 
we are dependent on external trainers who 
are able to provide their own laptops for the 
courses they run.   

So the longer term aims are:  

 To source grants to enable us to buy 8 

or 10 laptops for use in the Internet 

Café. 

 To find people/trainers who will run 

basic computer courses for us.  There 

is clearly a demand for the Beginners 

courses, not just among our own 

members but throughout the 

community.  

 To extend this to “follow-on courses” 

for those who have attended a 

Beginners course, or who already have 

some computer knowledge but wish to 

extend it or simply gain in confidence.  

 To provide a “drop-in” centre where 

people can come, with or without their 

own laptops, to access the internet.  

This would be staffed by someone who 

could also help those with specific 

questions about the use of computers.  



 To be a true café, we need to be able 

to provide some refreshments.  So we 

need people to volunteer to supervise 

the provision of tea, coffee and biscuits 

when courses are running or the drop-

in centre open, either on a regular or 

an occasional basis.  

If you can help in any way with this exciting 
project, please contact either me or the 
Church Office.  And please pray for the future 
development of the SMart Internet café, that it 
may become a useful resource for the 
community.  

Sheri Sturgess 
 
SMart Prayers 

The Smart prayer meeting started in 
November and has been meeting regularly 
since on a Tuesday morning between the 
ABC sessions in the Memorial chapel in St 
Martin’s. Numbers have varied from sixteen to 
four but generally hover around eight or nine 
each week. One of the encouraging things is 
that it is not necessarily the same people who 
come every week: people come when they 
can. We focus particularly on prayer for our 
church community - new projects as well as 
services and individuals in need - and prayer 
for Liskeard. Having met until now on a 
Tuesday, the plan is to move the prayer time 
after Easter to Thursday mornings at the 
same time as the Interfaith prayer meeting to 
minimise confusion. We hope people will 
continue to feel moved and able to come 
along to together lift our faith community, here 
at St Martin’s and local community of 
Liskeard, to God.  

Deb Grigg 
 
St Keyne 

The fabric of St. Keyne Church is good, a few 
small jobs need attention but nothing major, 
the churchyard is still being tended by 
Cornwall council and Roger Clemens keeps 
the hedges etc, in trim. 

In May the Polperro Fishermen’s Choir gave a 
concert in the village hall in aid of our church 
funds. It was a lovely evening and the hall 
was packed to capacity, we are holding 
another Concert on the 8th. May this year, so 
make a date in your diary as its an evening 
not to be missed. 

In June we had our annual cream tea 
afternoon in the garden of Lametton Barton, 
the weather was kind to us and the afternoon 
was enjoyed by all who came along to support 
us. The sponsored bike ride took place again 
in September and money was raised for 
charities as usual from our Harvest Festival 
and Christingle Services. 

Deb Grigg joined Liskeard Team in June but 
unfortunately she has not taken many 
services in St. Keyne, perhaps we will see 
more of her this year. 

Rosie takes our Morning Worship Services 
every month, on the second Sunday Charlie is 
with us for our Family Service, this is a lovely 
informal service and one we all look forward 
to, we have a Holy Communion once a month 
with Tony and our cafe style service takes 
place on the 4th Sunday of the month 
presided over by either Liz, Deb, or Charlie. 
Charlie, Sue and Mike put together a 
Christmas card displaying all these different 
services and also included the Christmas 
Services for last year and they were 
distributed throughout St. Keyne and 
Trewidland, numbers were up this year for our 
Christmas Services so I think it was worth 
doing. Thank you to all three for your hard 
work and also to the deliverers. 

Margaret Smee (Warden St. Keyne Church) 
 
St Martin’s PCC 

The PCC met nine times this year on the third 
Monday of the month. The council is made up 
of 12 members, 1 Deanery Synod 
representative (there is a vacancy for a 
second if anybody is interested), 3 
churchwardens, 2 clergy and 2 readers. There 
are vacancies this year if anybody is 
interested in taking up this challenge to assist 



our Church in something that can be very 
rewarding. 

This year the solar panels were installed and 
are already benefitting us with reduced bills. 
There is a small group of interested parties 
looking into making better use of the space at 
the back of the church. Mike and Sheri are 
headlining a big Pentecost Festival weekend 
this year, 17 – 19 May. There are leaflets and 
prayer triplet cards available in the church so 
that you can support this event. The two 
microphones have been replaced which has 
improved the sound system and given the 
clergy confidence that they can now be heard! 
The plans for the refurbishment of the Church 
Centre has been put on hold due to lack of 
funds. 

Jenny Deacon, PCC Secretary 

 
Wednesday Lunch Club 

The Wednesday Lunch Club continues to 
meet regularly with up to 18 people. Everyone 
seems to contribute to the conversations and 
laughter at each of the tables. I continue to be 
amazed at the ages of these lovely people, 
they turn up every week in all weathers 
(mainly rain) on foot or car, still cheerful, 
looking forward to their meal. 

Sadly, two of our long standing members 
have died, one being Jim Purvis, who, I 
understand, set up the Lunch Club nearly 
20years ago. 

We had our summer outing to Seaton in July 
with a fantastic hot day and our Christmas 
meal at No.18 provided by Sandy and Keith 
and thoroughly enjoyed. Our weekly meals 
are provided by Eventide and continue to be 
very enjoyable and appreciated. 

We were also very blessed with three 
generous donations from the WRVS, the Co-
op, South West Community Fund and United 
Charities of Liskeard. I would like to say a big 
thank you to all the volunteers who help; they 
are fun to work with and also to Mary Scott for 
her accounting skills. 

Jacqui Norman 
 

Wednesday Morning Coffee 

Every Wednesday morning at 10 am after the 
9.30 am Communion Service, an informal 
group gathers in the Church Hall. A warm 
welcome is guaranteed and everyone is 
invited to meet up with other like minded folk 
who enjoy a chat, a joke or laugh whilst 
enjoying some delicious cake and coffee. 

For a small donation guests even get a ticket 
for the morning raffle. Whilst the prizes won’t 
match the National Lottery the chances of 
winning a pot of lovely home-made jam, a 
bottle of shower cream, scrumptious biscuits, 
or maybe more, are much greater and you’re 
among friends! Even Birthdays can be 
celebrated. 

It is also a time and a place not only to enjoy 
cake, coffee and a chat but to share with 
others one’s thoughts, or maybe to discuss 
one’s daily problems with people who will 
provide a sympathetic ear. Ages range from 2 
yrs upwards as both children and parents are 
welcome. 

Coffee Mornings certainly brighten up 
Wednesday mornings and we must give 
thanks to everyone of the team who volunteer 
to ‘man the pumps’ by setting up, serving, 
washing up, and generally organising these 
mornings and who provide donations of 
delicious cakes, prizes etc. and who make 
these meetings a successful mid week oasis 
for all who attend. 

Colin Mills 
 
Women’s Group Report 

We started the year with our AGM in January, 
followed by our annual New Year’s Lunch in 
February.  We then had some interesting and 
varied speakers for the rest of the year. In 
March we welcomed Major Pam Smith of the 
Salvation Army who talked about her years in 
Russia. In April Police Constable Support 
Officer Mark Horton outlined his work in 
Liskeard North. In May we had an informative 
talk by Margaret Hawken whose family had 
taken up the “Portas Challenge” for Liskeard. 
June saw a few members and friends visiting 
Landhydrock as our summer outing. In July 



we held our usual Strawberry Tea and 
September was our Harvest meeting when 
instead of members bringing donations of fruit 
etc, we had a talk by Trudi Price on the “Torch 
Trust” and all gave a donation towards this. 
October was our annual coffee morning when 
we raised funds for the Air Ambulance and St. 
Martin’s Church.  In November we had a 
“Cornish” afternoon being entertained by Viv 
and Roger Bennett with well known Cornish 
songs. We ended the year with our Christmas 
Party. We meet on the third Wednesday of 
each month, except August, in the Church 
Centre. Our meetings start at 2.30 pm with a 
short service and then a talk. We would 
welcome any new ladies who would like to 
join us. 

Doris Bonnick (Secretary) 
 
Youth Club 

So then, life in the Cellars over the last twelve 
months..... 

Busy ?– Usually. 

Challenging? – Sometimes. 

Noisy? – Ask the P.C.C. (They meet on 
Mondays too). 

Boring? – Never! 

The kids we get are not your usual Church 
Youth Club members, which make it all the 
more interesting. So we make sure there are 
plenty of activities to stave off boredom 
setting in.  

We’ve got the T.V. corner with comfortable 
chairs where we can run a film.  

The pool table is in constant use and the 
back-room has a selection of musical 
gadgetry, to which Jack and Helen lend their 
skills. (The vibrations travelling through the 
ceiling are witness to its popularity.) 

Craft activities run by our very own crafty 
genius, aka Sue Dale, are also very popular. 

Card games, chess, basketball (in the dark!), 
also feature. 

We ensure that food is on tap, courtesy of our 
toasty chef, aka Teresa Folland. Toasted 

sandwiches, hot dogs, toast, fruit kebabs, are 
just some of the culinary delights. 

An exciting departure is our enrolment in the 
Cornwall Youth accreditation scheme. Young 
people who we consider to have leadership 
potential can be enrolled on this. They can 
aim for a bronze, silver or gold certificate, 
depending on the number of hours they work. 
This usually entails leading a small activity or 
just spending time with some of the kids who 
need a bit of support. Dom Folland is already 
proving his worth, thanks Dom. 

Usually we manage at least an annual trip, 
last summer it was Crealy in Devon. 
Wonderful. 

Our thanks go to Trudi, one of the parents, for 
driving us there....and back. 

Also thanks to Deb for her listening ear, an 
invaluable resource for some of the kids. 

Finally please pray for the leaders, and 
maybe for some younger leaders to come and 
join us.  

Rosie and Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all those who have 
contributed to this APCM Report. 

 
 
 
 

Please continue to uphold all of these 
diverse activities in your prayers. 


