
Vacancy for Priest-in-Charge 

The Benefice of Liskeard & St Keyne 

in Cornwall 

As disciples of Jesus, sharing God’s kingdom through 
outreach and caring for others 

 

 

Key aspects 
 Opportunity to be involved in developing a new model of ‘oversight 

ministry’ in Truro Diocese. 

 Established and active group of readers and local worship leaders, 
supporting a wide range of services. 

 Benefice includes the second largest parish church in Cornwall, making 
the largest ‘parish share’ contribution to the Diocese. 

 Evangelical tradition expressed through focus on discipleship, mission 
and community engagement. 
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Vacancy for the post of Priest-in-Charge 

This post offers an opportunity for an outstanding priest to be involved in 
pioneering and developing a new model of ‘oversight ministry’ in the 
Diocese. 

In common with a number of Dioceses, we are working with the reality 
that a smaller number of stipendiary priests will in future serve in 
leadership over a larger number of parishes. We recognise that it is 
neither desirable, nor possible, to do this according to the traditional model of parish priest as 
‘parson’. What is required is a new model of leadership, which is both instinctively and intensely 
collaborative. This model will focus on recognising, building and releasing the ministry gifts of God’s 
people, and on building leadership teams of both ordained and lay people. We are provisionally 
referring to this as ‘oversight ministry’, and are seeking to identify and develop individuals who 
have the vision and the capacity to exercise this. 

This appointment will add to the number of varied and strategic places in Cornwall to pioneer and 
explore this approach. 

The priest appointed will bring his or her own experience, insights and gifts to this role, and will 
also be invited and expected to participate in the major diocesan Action Research Project on 
‘oversight ministry’, funded by the Church Commissioners. It is anticipated that this Project, 
involving practitioner and academic input, will help to direct an evolving form of ministry, which will 
be of considerable interest to the wider church. 

The Benefice of Liskeard and St Keyne is currently involved in a process exploring pastoral 
reorganisation.  The net effect of this scheme, if it goes ahead, will be to close the neighbouring 
parish church of St Pinnock, and for the area of St Pinnock parish to be incorporated into the parish 
of Liskeard.  This will add a rural area to the south of Liskeard to the parish bounds, and a 
population of about 700 people. 

West Wivelshire Deanery is currently exploring ways of working together with its neighbouring 
Deanery of East Wivelshire. 

Thank you for your expression of interest and for reading this document. If you would like an 
informal conversation about the role at any stage, please don’t hesitate to be in touch. 

The Ven Audrey Elkington 
Archdeacon of Bodmin 
01208 892811  audrey@truro.anglican.org  
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The vision for the Diocese of Truro is to  

‘Discover God’s Kingdom;  
Grow the Church’. 

 

To help to achieve this vision, three strategic initiatives (Discipleship, Ministry and Mission) were 
agreed at Diocesan Synod in May 2013.  More recently a development plan ‘Confidence in the 
Gospel’ has been agreed to keep us focussed during 2016-2018, see:   
http://www.trurodiocese.org.uk/about-us/our-vision/  

The parishes of Liskeard and St Keyne are fully committed to supporting this Vision.  

 

Bishop Tim writes:  

Qualities and values of those we invite to work with us in achieving 
our vision 

The Church of England, as so often in its history, is facing a period of change in which we are being 
asked ‘to proclaim the Gospel afresh to a new generation’ (Preface to the Oaths and Declaration). 
As well as this the Church is facing internal challenges, not least of which is the declining number 
of stipendiary clergy due mainly to large numbers of retirements.  

In the Diocese of Truro, we are responding to these challenges by investing in mission-focused 
initiatives that help us to discover God’s Kingdom, grow the Church, and create flourishing 
communities.  

The ordained ministry will continue to play a crucial role in the delivery of these initiatives, and 
therefore we are keen to have priests working in the Diocese who are at the forefront of meeting 
these challenges and achieving this vision.  

With this in mind we are seeking to encourage and invite to work and live with us those priests 
who:  

 are joyful at the demands of the Gospel and live convinced of the importance of hope. We are 
called to be a joyful and hopeful people;  

 can work flexibly and are willing to be adaptable in their methods and approaches and seek 
partnership with those who work more widely to enable flourishing communities;  

 are innovative and imaginative and strive to be creative and willing to risk failure in order to 
learn;  

 are clear and realistic about their own need to seek repentance regularly and who also look to 
be those who act as signs and symbols of the reconciling love of God;  

 know the value of journeying with others, seeking always to be a pilgrim who learns and grows 
alongside fellow-travellers;  

 nurture and enable a sense of discipleship and vocation in themselves and others;  
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 live always striving to be people of integrity and authenticity as they seek to become imitators 
of Christ;  

 are eager to see growth in all its dimensions and are aware and excited by the dynamic reality 
that we are always changing and that change brings opportunities and fresh challenges;  

 are convicted of the necessity and virtue of working with others so that they never work alone. 
In other words, they are alert to collaboration with all who work alongside them, clergy and lay, 
and will work to forge good relations with other denominations to further the missio dei (God’s 
mission);  

 are resilient in personal terms with a well-developed and rigorous prayer discipline, mindful of 
the need to balance their life and work and also resilient and aware of the joys and tensions of 
being part of the Church of England. 

 

Bishop Tim 
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Introduction to Cornwall and the Benefice of Liskeard and St Keyne 

Cornwall is England's most south western county, with a mild climate, the sea on three sides and 
nearly 300 miles of coastline (the largest in England) - it is no surprise that Cornwall attracts visitors 
throughout the year. Wherever you choose to be in Cornwall, you are never far from the sea and 
a variety of beaches, breathtaking coastal walks, sheltered coves, high cliffs and steep valleys. 

There are many interesting old towns, fishing villages with working harbours, historic buildings, 
delightful gardens and local festivals to enjoy. Liskeard finds itself as one of the popular towns in 
the East of the county, which also includes nearby Fowey and Looe. Cornwall is almost an island, 
as the River Tamar flows along all but five miles of the border to Devon. At Saltash, Brunel's railway 
bridge (built 1859), and the road bridge (opened in 1962) provide the main gateway to the south 
east coast of Cornwall. Inland, east Cornwall is thickly wooded with country lanes, small market 
towns and tucked away villages. 

The benefice includes the whole of the market town of Liskeard. Situated on the main line from 
Penzance to London it is only a 
20-mile journey to the city of 
Plymouth and 8 miles north of 
the seaside and fishing town of 
Looe. In addition, the benefice 
has the growing village of 
Dobwalls, which is the mission 
church of the parish of Liskeard, 
and the rural village and parish of 
St Keyne.  

There has also been a 
responsibility for the 
neighbouring parish of St 
Pinnock, but a current Pastoral 
Scheme is being brought 
forward for the closure of its 

church building, whilst bringing the area of the parish into the Benefice. This scheme is the reason 
for the current suspension of the Benefice. 

The benefice is within the deanery of West Wivelshire, one of five deaneries in the Archdeaconry 
of Bodmin and one of the twelve deaneries in the Diocese of Truro. 

Liskeard is an ancient stannary town, with a charter dating back to 1240. Historically Liskeard was 
a major market town, although that aspect of the town is diminishing. Whilst still subject to the 
problems of rural life and a high incidence of poverty, Liskeard is now a rapidly growing town, with 
a significant Plymouth commuter population.  
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On the edge of Bodmin Moor and the historic mining area, Liskeard is surrounded by beautiful 
countryside with many opportunities for recreation. It is bypassed by the main A38 which runs from 
the M5 at Exeter to Penzance via Plymouth and Bodmin. It is also a main station on the railway 
from Penzance to London Paddington, so that 
all through trains stop at Liskeard.  

The parish church, the only Anglican church 
within the town, dates from the 12th century.   It 
is the 2nd largest church in the diocese after 
Bodmin, and can be seen from miles around. In 
addition, there is a large Church Hall complex 
of two separate buildings, which were the 
former church school. The Church Office is 
situated within one of the buildings, and both 
are used extensively for both community and 
church groups and activities. The modern 
purpose-built parsonage is adjacent to the 
church halls and opposite the church. There is 
also a diocesan house opposite the church 
halls, which has been used to house curates, and is currently let.  

The nearby village of Dobwalls had a Victorian mission church, St Peter’s, until 2001, when the 
building was sold and converted to a private residence. The congregation moved further down the 
village to join with Dobwalls Methodist church, and both churches now worship together as 
Dobwalls United Church. In 2011, they formally became a Local Ecumenical Project.  

The village is accessed by the A38 from Liskeard, which originally bisected the village and was a 
major bottleneck for holidaymakers.  However, a few years ago a new dual carriageway bypass 
was built for the A38. The surrounding area is mainly agricultural with steep-sided wooded 
coombes.  Many of the old farm buildings and cottages have been converted to holiday 
accommodation. There is a small industrial unit in the village.  

A manor house in the village of St Keyne is mentioned in the Domesday Book and the parish was 
formed from a number of long-established farms around the 15th century.  The population expanded 
with the building of a housing estate in the 1970s, though the residents have to travel along country 
lanes to Liskeard for shopping and healthcare. There is a bus service between Liskeard and Looe 
and trains run on the Looe Valley line. A new village hall was built in 1998.  

  

Old mine workings at Caradon Hill, on 
Bodmin Moor 
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Our Vision  

The Mission Statement of the benefice is: As disciples of Jesus, sharing God’s kingdom 
through outreach and caring for others. 

Our hopes for the future  

Each of our churches has its own hopes for the future, based on the individual context, but as a 
benefice we seek to increase the unity of the three churches, sharing our people and resources 
more to help move forward together.    

Key hopes for the future  

 To be open to change as we seek to move forward, grasping and working enthusiastically with 
the opportunities that present themselves, but with the discipline to focus on a few things and 
to do them well. 

 To continue to work on our personal discipleship, both through our existing house groups, 
encouraging others to join, and using other tools that may be available to help us. As well as 
spiritual growth, to see also a growth in the number of people turning to Christ and associating 
themselves with one or more of our churches. We would like to attract more young families, 
and lower the average age of our congregations by, say, 10 years over the next 5 years.  

 We have a range of community-based initiatives and family-friendly services, and we would 
like to see these growing significantly. 

 We have the benefit of an endowment fund and a significant mission fund to help fund mission 
activities, which we would like to develop further. 

 Above all, we wish to become more mission-focused and outward looking, continuing to 
develop our outreach activities and developing better relationships with the community, 
meeting their needs and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

We hope that our new incumbent will lead us on each of these.  

Our concerns for the future 

 We are concerned about our ageing congregation. We would be delighted to find ways of 
engaging with all ages, and of welcoming new people into the life of our churches. 

 Communication, both within our congregations and with the wider community. We want to find 
appropriate ways of communicating effectively with all generations.  

 The plans for reordering ‘St Martin’s church, including the removal of pews.  This is essential 
for our mission, to enable the church to be used more flexibly and efficiently, but there can be 
resistance to change.  

 The maintenance of the churchyards at St Martin’s and St Keyne. Although both are closed, 
the Council are reducing the level of maintenance they undertake. This impinges on both the 
activities of the church and the perception of us by the community. 

 The financial situation of our churches. As we grow older, and our incomes reduce, so our 
giving is affected.   
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What we are looking for in our new Priest-in-Charge 

This list could be very long, and the person described impossible to find this side of heaven, so we 
concentrate on the key qualities that we are looking for.  

 We are looking for a priest from the evangelical tradition, but able to engage with the distinctive 
styles of worship and traditions across our three churches. 

 He or she will be spiritually-minded, disciplined in private prayer.  

 Our new priest will be mission-focused, with a passion for evangelism and for pastoral care of 
both members of our congregations and the communities we serve.  

 He or she will be able to demonstrate an ability to encourage growth, particularly with regard 
to children and young people, in the contexts in which they have served.  We would like a 
frequent visible clergy presence in the villages as well as the town.  

 We are looking for someone of vision, who can think strategically, and has experience in 
leading their parishes and individuals in growth, change and discipleship.  

 Our new priest must be a team player, displaying leadership qualities and able to work 
collaboratively with the large, well-established team of lay people who contribute a huge 
amount to the running of our churches, but also need direction, training and encouragement.   

 And we are looking for someone with a sense of humour!  

What we can offer our new Priest-in-Charge 

Our ministry team 

In addition to our Priest-in-Charge, we have a strong ministry team comprising:  

 An Associate priest (1/4 time, with her own responsibilities for 4 other churches); 

 A retired priest within the benefice with PTO; 

 Two Readers who take non-Eucharistic services in both St Martin’s and the village churches, 
take funerals and Home Communions; and another two people who have just started Reader 
training; 

 Two Local Worship Leaders who lead all or part of the 11.00am or 6.00pm services at St 
Martin’s; 

 Seven Local Worship Leaders who between them lead the informal 9.30am services at St 
Martin’s, and a further one who leads services at St Keyne. One of the St Martin’s Local 
Worship Leaders also leads services at Dobwalls; 

 Although we have no formal diocesan-trained Local Pastoral Ministers, there are two people 
who are trained by Cornwall Foundation Trust as volunteer hospital visitors and a number of 
others who visit informally within the parish; 

 A part-time employed Family Pastoral Worker at St Martin’s (28 hours per week during school 
terms), plus two volunteers who share the role of Safeguarding Officer; 



STATEMENT OF CONDITIONS, NEEDS & TRADITIONS 

The Benefice of Liskeard and St Keyne   

 

11 

 

 A part-time employed Parish Administrator (24 hours per week), who undertakes certain tasks 
for the whole benefice; 

 St Martin’s has three Churchwardens which is an historic anomaly of Liskeard; 

 Many other people who offer their skills in numerous ways to enable to activities of the churches 
to take place.  

The parsonage house 

The parsonage house was purpose-built in 1991 and is adjacent to the Church Halls and opposite 
the church. It has reasonably sized gardens to the side and rear, set behind stone walls, a single 
garage, and ample parking.  The study and toilet facilities can be kept separate from the rest of the 
house. The property is in a conservation area. 

Accommodation: 

Ground floor: Front entrance porch, study with storage cupboard, cloakroom, inner hall with under 
stair cupboard and storage cupboard, lounge with fire place, dining, kitchen, rear lobby, utility with 
door to single garage. 

First floor: separate wc, bed 1 with shower/sink area, bed 2 with sink, bed 3 with sink, bed 4 with 
sink, bathroom, landing with airing cupboard and cupboard off. 

Externally: stone perimeter garden walls. 

 
 

  

The view from the front of the parsonage. You 
can just see the roof of the building next door, 
which is the main church hall. 

The view from the rear of the property, which 
also shows the proximity to St Martin’s 
church 
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St Martin’s church 

The church building and its history  

Before the Norman Conquest, Liskeard was known only to have a place of religious gathering. Any 
Saxon building was replaced by a stone Norman structure in the 12th or 13th centuries.  Additions 
of south and north aisles and chapels took place during the 15th century. The Reformation saw the 
loss of the church’s treasures -  movables, wall 
paintings and stained glass.  The 17th century 
also saw the loss of one of the two original 
towers and the rebuilding of the other.  In the 
1790s a major re-ordering occurred and 
unfortunate building practices almost resulted 
in the collapse of the roof and tower by the mid-
19th century. A major re-ordering was 
completed by 1879, and a new tower at the turn 
of the century.  The mid-20th century saw the 
gradual removal of batches of pews to reflect 
changing social conditions and expressions of 
worship.  The Parish is now embarking on a radical removal and re-arranging of the pews, and a 
new heating system which will benefit from our 15kW solar electricity generating system.  

This is a necessarily brief account of the history of a fascinating building, more detail is available 
in the church Statement of Significance listed at the end of this document. 

St Martin’s, the 2nd largest church in Cornwall 
after Bodmin, is Grade II* listed, seats 550 
people and is well maintained by the 
churchwardens and other volunteers. As well 
as its 3 aisle nave, there is a separate Lady 
Chapel and a War Memorial chapel. We have 
a fine 3-manual Lewis organ (the best in the 
county after Truro Cathedral) and a peal of 8 
bells in the tower, which are rung regularly by 
both our own and visiting ringers. There is a 
Baptistry in the West end, a 17th century pulpit 
and many windows are of Victorian stained 

glass. The church is surrounded by a large closed churchyard. Further details can be found on our 
website at:  http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/Churchbuilding. 

As mentioned below under our Vision for the future, one of our key aims, which is currently in 
progress, is the re-ordering of the church building to replace the old heating system and remove 
the pews to make a more flexible and user-friendly space.  
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The church halls 

Our two church hall buildings were originally the old Grade II listed Church School. Situated 
adjacent to the church (see http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/Maps), this incredibly useful complex 
includes the Church office, assembly halls with kitchenettes, good sized multi-purpose rooms, toilet 
blocks and car parking. Wi-Fi is available in much of the complex. The Centre is presided over by 
the church’s employed part time 
administrator, aided by volunteer office 
helpers.  In addition to the administration 
of St Martin’s Church, the Centre assists 
the other churches of the Benefice. 

It accommodates Church functions 
ranging from the SMart Cinema through 
young families’ ABC Club, music room, 
and from the informal Café-style Service 
to formal Holy Communion.  It is our main 
connection with the community, for the 
arrangement of personal religious 
occasions and individual and group hire of 
both the Centre and the church.  It amply 
repays the work of the volunteers who 
maintain it and is a net income generator 
for the parish. 

The Centre was acquired in 1979, as the 
original Victorian church hall building was 
too small for expanding Church activities 
and schemes for modifying it were 
deemed inadequate.  The leap of faith to 
acquire the vacant old school, replaced 
by the present St Martin’s Deanery 
School, was taken, and the results have 
far exceeded the vision of the parish at 
that time. 

Extensive refurbishment was undertaken 
at that time.  Today the halls are 
beginning to look a little tired, and further 
refurbishment, over and above routine 
maintenance, would be beneficial when 
funds allow.  

Churchmanship and tradition 

St Martin’s describes itself as an open evangelical church. Members of our congregation are 
regular attendees at New Wine, Spring Harvest and the Keswick Convention. 

The main building in the centre of the photo is the 
upper church hall (or church centre). The grey 
building in the bottom left is the lower church hall. 
The Rectory is behind the upper church hall. 

Summer barbeque and evening praise service in 
the lower church hall carpark 
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Statistical information and data 

The parish of Liskeard (which includes St Martin’s and Dobwalls United Church) has a population 
of 11,500 (of which 60% are Christian per the 2011 Census) and an acreage of 8,629.  St Martin’s 
church building is Grade II* listed and seats 550 people.  There are 153 people on the Electoral 
Roll, 7 of whom are non-resident in the parish.  

A Pastoral Scheme is in progress to close the church at St Pinnock and to bring the area of the 
parish into the Liskeard parish. The parish has a population of 700 and an acreage of 3,488 and 
there are currently 7 people on the Electoral Roll.  

Our worship services 

St Martin’s church currently offers a wide range of 
services on Sundays and during the week of different 
styles.  There are currently three services on a Sunday:  

 9.30am: Informal worship. On two Sundays in the 
month this is a Café service held in the church hall; 
one is informal worship in the church; and another 
is a simple Holy Communion in the church. This is 
largely led by Local Worship Leaders where 
possible, and uses modern worship songs led by 
keyboard or guitar and a small group of singers.  

 11.00am: A sung Holy Communion or Morning 
Prayer with an organist and robed choir using 
Common Worship. Morning Prayer may be taken 
by a Reader and other services may be introduced 
by a Local Worship Leader. 

 On every 5th Sunday, the 9.30 and 11.00 services 
are replaced with a 10.30 Benefice service to which 
the congregations of the village churches are also 
invited.  This combines both modern and traditional 
elements. 

 6.00pm: A variety of different styles including Evening Prayer, Holy Communion with Healing, 
Focus on Prayer, Taizé-style and occasionally a Praise service with a modern worship band.  

 Historically we have also had an 8.00am said Holy Communion on two Sundays, one of which 
was Book of Common Prayer, but this has ceased for the transition period. 

On Wednesday morning at 9.30am, there is a Holy Communion service in the church hall which is 
well attended, and which is followed by coffee, cake and fellowship.  

St Martin’s also holds special services at different times, such as a Civic Service and 
Remembrance Sunday, end-of-term services for St Martin’s school, Churches Together and 
deanery services. A service is held monthly in the nearby residential home and Home Communion 
is taken to other residential homes in the town and to people in their own homes.  

Cafe-service in the church hall. 
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Average attendance is: 

Sunday 8.00 am 9   

 
It should be noted that some people 
attend more than one service. 

Sunday 9.30 am 51  

Sunday 11.00am 58  

Sunday 6.00 pm 29  

Wednesday 9.30 am 30  

In a recent survey of church attenders, the age profile was reported as follows:  

Children ages 0-10 4 4% 

Young people ages 11-17 3 3% 

Adults ages 18-39 12 11% 

Adults ages 40-59  18 17% 

Adults ages 60-74 40 37% 

Those aged over 75 30 28% 

Although few children attend our Sunday services, much of our children’s work is done in schools 
through Friday Club, Open the Book and Messy Church, plus the Churches Together’s chaplaincy 
service to Liskeard School. We estimate that about 700 children may attend Open the Book, each 
week.  

(The 2011 Census reports that age profile of Liskeard as: Ages 0-4 – 6%; ages 5-15 – 13%; ages 
16-64 – 62%; and age 65+ - 19%.) 

As can be seen, our congregations are largely late-middle-aged and elderly, though we are working 
hard to try to encourage younger families and children. They are largely either working class or 
middle-class, with few if any unemployed, though the majority are now retired. They are almost 
totally white, as is the local population, and would describe themselves as either Cornish or British. 
Most live within the parishes, though a few travel from nearby villages.  

Occasional offices during 2015:   

Baptisms 4 

Marriages 6 

Funerals in church 12 

Funerals at the crematorium 4 

Liskeard PCC has agreed to the admission of children to Holy Communion after baptism and to 
the remarriage in church of divorced persons and one such marriage has been conducted in the 
last year. 

Work with children and young people 

In common with many other churches, as a 
benefice we find it difficult to attract children, 
young people and their families to our church 
services. We do however consider ourselves child-friendly churches and welcome children to all 

Much of our children’s work is done in schools 
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our services. There is a corner in St Martin’s church where parents and children may go during 
services if they are getting restless, and toys are available. Some of our services, especially St 
Martin’s Café service, Dobwall’s Messy Church and the St Keyne Family Service, are designed to 
be particularly suitable for families, with activities especially aimed at young children.  

Our main contact with children is through other 
activities such as:  

 The after-school Friday Club in St Martin’s school;  

 Open the Book at St Martin’s, Dobwalls and 
Hillfort schools each week; 

 the Churches Together chaplaincy work at 
Liskeard School; 

 the ABC group for adults, babies and children;  

 a small weekly youth group.  

Other church activities 

St Martin’s is involved in many other activities, and 
people help in many ways:  

 to enable our worship services;   
 to encourage discipleship, such as the various 

house groups that meet during the week. We have 
not used the diocesan Way of Life programme, 
but rather material provided by our Priest-in 
charge and the Christianity Explored course; 

 work with children and young people - see above; 
 in and for the community: for example, a monthly 

film club; supporting the local Foodbank; and a 
senior citizens’ lunch club; 

 a daily presence in the centre of town with a St 
Martin’s stall in the Pannier market, which 
includes working with and supporting Liskeard 
Traders; and  

 

 a daily online prayer forum called 
LiskeardPrayers, which is about 
bringing the people of Liskeard 
Cornwall together to pray for our 
town. The main prayers are posted 
on Facebook; automatically 
tweeted (@liskeardprayers); and 
also shown on a twitter feed on the 
Liskeard Community Website: 
(http://liskeard.2day.uk). 

 

ABC morning group: there is also a 
separate afternoon group 

St Martin’s Church stall in Liskeard’s 
Pannier Market 
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Further details of the wide variety of activities that take place can be found in our Annual Parochial 
Church Report which can be downloaded from: 
http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/2016publisheddocuments.  

Our mission and ministry and our vision for the future  

As already stated, our benefice mission statement is:  

Mission and ministry has always been important to St Martin’s church, and in recent years our 
Priest-in-Charge has led us in a number of initiatives. In 2013, we held a special celebration at 
Pentecost, which involved meeting people in the 
town and going around a local housing estate. This 
was followed in 2015 by a successful Flower and 
Music Festival which attracted many people to the 
church. Developing our discipleship has been a 
priority for us, with sermons and home studies.  

More recently our Priest-in-Charge has taken part in 
the diocesan Accompanied Ministry Development 
programme, which has involved agreeing a plan for 
our future ministry, with four specific areas:  

 Raising our profile – including our paper communications, social media presence, website 
and personal invitations;  

 Fellowship courses and outreach discussions - house groups are encouraged to run 
discipleship and other study courses; special services and other events are aimed at non-
regular attenders; 

 Re-ordering St Martin’s church building to 
replace the old heating system and remove the 
pews to make a more flexible and user-friendly 
space; 

 Succession planning and recruiting key 
leaders – although now completed in respect of 
our Family Pastoral Worker and Parish 
Administrator, this continues in our appointment of 
a new priest, and may extend to the recruitment of 
other leaders in the future.  

Further details of our plans can be found in the booklet 
AMD Mission Initiatives, the Bishop’s 12-month review and the Re-ordering the church 
presentation which can be downloaded from:  
http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/2016publisheddocuments. 

The Flower and Music Festival in 2015 

As disciples of Jesus, sharing God’s kingdom through 
outreach and caring for others 

A recent concert in St Martin’s church 
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Finance 

As the parish with by far the largest Mission and Ministry Fund request (parish share) in the 
diocese, at £101,913 for 2016, balancing the budget has always been a struggle. Nevertheless, 
paying MMF has always been a priority, and we have paid it in full. The only exception was in 2014 
when we were faced with two huge repair bills, but the shortfall was made up in 2015, when we 
also suffered a 28% increase in call.  

In spite of this, our finances are in good shape. We 
have an endowment fund which provides income of 
over £6,000 per year. Then in 2015 we received a 
generous donation of £212,500 to be used to pay off 
the MMF arrears and the remainder (our Mission 
Fund) to make a 50% contribution to projects for 
mission purposes.   This currently sits at about £170,000. It has been agreed that some of this 
will be used to contribute to the costs of the re-ordering of the church. The endowment fund and 
the mission fund between them help to finance fully our Family Pastoral Worker. 

Clergy working expenses are always paid in full.  

We take discipleship seriously and encourage planned giving, Gift Aid and the use of PGS the 
Parish Giving Scheme; as a result, some members of our congregation tithe their giving.  

  

St Martin’s mission fund currently 
stands at about £170,000 
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Dobwalls United Church 

The Church building 

As mentioned, the Anglican church of St Peter’s moved into the Methodist church building in 2001, 
before the formation of the Local Ecumenical Partnership in 2011. The church building has since 
undergone extensive refurbishment, which was completed in 2013. 

Statistical information and data 

The church, which has modern chairs and no pews, can 
hold 90 people.  

We have a chiefly ageing population, with an average 
weekly attendance of 26. Two primary aged children 
sometimes attend the services and a pre-school child is 
a regular attender. 

 

Our worship services – regular and special 

The usual pattern of services is:  

 1st and 2nd Sunday - Anglican:  Morning 
Worship and Holy Communion.  

 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays – Methodist.   

 All services are at 9.30 am unless changed 
for a specific reason.  

 Occasional services such as Harvest and the 
Christingle, alternated between Methodist 
and Anglican.  In recent years the 8.30 pm 
Christmas Eve service has been Anglican.  

 Christmas morning services have been led by a Local Worship Leader, except in 2015 when it 
was taken by a person training for the Methodist lay ministry.  

 

 Special services are usually well 
supported. Our popular Tuesday 
evening annual Christingle 
service is organised by the Girls’ 
Brigade and we are joined by the 
JAM club from St Neot. The Girls’ 
Brigade also participate in the 
Remembrance Sunday Service. 
We have baptisms and funerals 
on a fairly regular basis but only 
a few weddings. 
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Work with children and young people 

Not counted in the worship attendance figures are the families with young children who attend 
Messy Church once a month (with fluctuating numbers) and the primary-aged and young teenagers 
who belong to the non-denominational Girls’ Brigade. We have recently started a well-supported 
weekly Mother and toddler group, ‘Monday Monkeys’. 

We have contact with the village school through Open the Book and held Experience Easter for 
the pupils in the church in 2015. We also receive invitations to school events. 

Outreach 

We leaflet the village about forthcoming events and to date deliver Christmas cards to homes in 
Dobwalls, Treburgie Water and Doublebois with invitations to our seasonal events. We are well 
supported at our monthly summer lunches. 

The hall (the old schoolroom) is used by: a thriving Ladies Group (part of the church); Dobwalls 
into Gardening (DIG); a slimming group; the Parish Council; young people’s groups; and Knit and 
Natter which provides soft toys for our ‘Welcome Baby’ bags. The hall can also be hired for family 
events, and we are a collection point for the Food Bank. 

The village 

This is a rural settlement with much agricultural traffic and machinery passing through it daily. 
However, fields are being built upon to provide homes for social housing and for private homes. 
Reaching out to these new villagers with a welcome package is being considered but human 
resources are a problem because it is the same group of people involved in nearly everything. 

Finance 

The Dobwalls United Church Statement of Accounts for the period 1 September 2015 to 15 March 
2016, together with the Cemetery accounts, can be downloaded from: 
http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/2016publisheddocuments. 

. 
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St Keyne parish 

St. Keyne is the ecclesiastical parish church, situated on high ground at the southern end of the 
village of St Keyne. The church is dedicated to Saint Keyne, said to be one of the daughters of 
the legendary Welsh King Brychan. The ecclesiastical parish boundaries coincide with those of the 
civil parish, the second smallest in area in Cornwall with a population of approximately 500. It lies 
on the edge of the Looe valley and is linked to the market town of Liskeard and the tourism centre 
of Looe by the B3254. The village is served by a bus route and a railway station, located half a 
mile from the village on the Liskeard-Looe branch line. St Keyne’s holy well has the reputation of 
conferring supremacy to the marriage partner who first tastes its waters.  

The population expanded significantly in the 1970s with the construction of the Valley View estate 
which now dominates the village and a new Village Hall was built in 1998. 

The church building 

The church is a Grade II* listed building, 
comprising a nave, north aisle and 
chancel, with a south transept, 
incorporating the vestry and a south 
porch. There is a three-storeyed west 
tower without buttresses. The church 
was built in the 15th Century, although it 
is believed to date from Norman times, 
judging by the carved heads and arch 
over the door in the porch.  

It was heavily restored and almost rebuilt 
in 1868/77 under the guidance of the 
Victorian restorer, JP St Aubyn. The main 
building material is local ‘slate stone’ with some granite quoins. There are now six bells, with two 
being recast and a new one added in 1877. Bells are now chimed, to avoid strains on the tower, 
before services every Sunday. 

Remedial work to the tower was carried out in 2004/5 including stone refurbishment work, 
repointing and re-slating of the tower roof, and insertion of ties to stabilise the tower’s parapet and 
pinnacles. Following a period of diminishing congregations, the proactive PCC achieved their 
targets in raising the necessary funds for this work, ensuring continued ministry in St Keyne.  

This proactivity has enabled St Keyne to meet the challenges of a lightning strike on the building 
in 2014, causing damage to the tower and roofs and a series of vandalism attacks in 2015, which 
caused damage to the church windows. 

Churchmanship and tradition 

Like St Martin’s, St Keyne could be described as an open evangelical church. 

St Keyne Parochial Church Council (PCC) has discussed the admission of children to Holy 
Communion after Baptism and children are prepared and admitted. The PCC has agreed that the 
re-marriage of divorced persons may take place, but none has occurred to date. 
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Statistical information and data 

The parish’s population was 492, of which 65% was Christian according to the 2011 census. The 
acreage is 942. There are 20 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll, 10 of whom are not resident 
within the parish. By custom St Keyne Church also serves those people living in the neighbouring 
Trewidland area of the ecclesiastical parish of Liskeard, which contributes to this high percentage 
of non-resident parishioners on the electoral roll. The average weekly attendance in 2015 was 13.  

Average Sunday attendance age profile: 

Children and young people 0-17 0 0% 

Adults ages 18-45 0 0% 

Adults ages 46-59  4 31% 

Adults ages 60-74 7 54% 

Those aged over 75 2 15% 

 

As can be seen, the majority of the congregation is late middle-aged or elderly and are 90% white 
British. 

The church has a capacity for approximately 80 persons. 

Unusually there have been no baptisms, marriages or funerals in the past 12 months. 

Our worship services 

Our current pattern of services is: 

 First Sunday in the month: Morning 
Worship. 

 Second Sunday in the month: Family 
Service. 

 Third Sunday in the month: Holy 
Communion.  

 Fourth Sunday in the month: Café-style 
Worship. 

 Fifth Sunday United Benefice Service at St 
Martin’s, Liskeard. 

 Weekdays – none. 

Some special services are held at 4.00 pm 
which always attract good congregations e.g. Christingle/Carol Service, Harvest Festival. Our 
Christmas Service is usually held at 9.30pm on Christmas Eve.  

Our mission and ministry, vision for the future 

Following discussions and agreement, St Keyne’s views have been integrated with the Benefice 
statements. St Keyne believes that the strength of our lay ministry and the freedom allowed to 

Cream tea at St Keyne 
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those involved have been important and a key reason why the local churches are surviving and 
arguably reviving.  

Our concerns for the future 

Our main concerns for the future focus around the involvement of children, young people and their 
families in the activities and services at St Keyne Church. Our Family Service on the second 
Sunday is designed to encourage participation, along with the Benefice’s linkages with Trewidland 
School. We believe that a frequent clergy presence in St Keyne parish, for example at village 
events and visiting parishioners, is a very important element in encouraging such involvement. 

Finance 

In 2015, St Keyne PCC reported receipts of £3,909.49 with expenditure of £5,948.19 as shown in 
the Statement of Income and Expenditure (see Appendices), resulting in a deficit of payments over 
receipts of £2,038.70, owing to the focus on raising funds for the major repair project. The balance 
to be carried forward was £4,740.35. In addition, a fundraising campaign took place to replenish 
the Building Fund, with funds raised totalling £7,615.22.  

The Mission and Ministry Fund request from the diocese has always been paid in full. 

The St Keyne Educational Trust was set up following the sale of the church room in 2007 (it was 
originally bequeathed to the parish for educational purposes), and has the incumbent and the 
churchwardens as trustees. It has an investment of £80,000 with the CCLA Investment 
Management Ltd COIF Charity Funds.   
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Our local communities 

Churches of other denominations 

Several different denominations have churches in Liskeard and the surrounding area, of which the 
main ones are:  

 Liskeard Wesley Methodist Church, situated in Barn Street, PL14 4BG 

 Greenbank Community Church in Greenbank Road, PL14 3DP 

 Liskeard Roman Catholic Church in 2 West Street, PL14 6BW 

 Liskeard Baptist Church meet in the Guide Hut, Liskeard Community School, PL14 3EA 

 The Salvation Army in The Citadel, 17-19 Church Street, PL14 3AG 

 Seventh Day Adventists at Castle Hill, PL14 3AL 

 The Society of Friends (Quakers) meet in the Long Room, Public Hall, West Street, Liskeard, 
PL14 6BW 

As already mentioned, the Methodist church in Dobwalls is part of the Local Ecumenical Project 
with the Church of England and they share the Methodist chapel for worship.  

See http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/LiskeardChurches for more information. 

Churches Together  

St Martin’s church is actively involved with Churches Together in Liskeard, and Dobwalls is in a 
Local Ecumenical Project with the Methodist church of the village. There are no places of worship 
for other faiths within this area of South East Cornwall.    

Schools 

There are various schools within the benefice as follows:  

 Liskeard School and Community College, ages 11 to 18 with 929 pupils on roll. 
www.liskeard.cornwall.sch.uk/  

 St Martin’s Voluntary Aided School, ages 4 to 11, part of the St Barnabas Multi Academy Trust 
with 322 pupils on roll.  www.st-martins.cornwall.sch.uk  

 Liskeard Hillfort Primary school, ages 4 to 11, part of the Adventure Learning Academy Trust 
with 360 pupils on roll.  liskeardhillfortprimary.org.uk 

 Dobwalls Primary School, ages 5 to 11, with 184 pupils on roll.  www.dobwalls.cornwall.sch.uk 

 Trewidland Primary School, ages: 4 to 11, with 39 pupils on roll.  
www.trewidland.cornwall.sch.uk.  Although geographically just inside the boundary of Liskeard 
parish, the school predominantly serves the villages of Trewidland and St Keyne. 

In addition, there is a nursery at St Martin’s school and Trewidland pre-school, plus various other 
childcare and playgroup facilities within the town, not least our own Monday Monkeys and ABC 
Group that each meet weekly.  
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The Priest-in-Charge is an ex-officio governor of St Martin’s school and various congregation 
members also serve as governors. See above for information about Open the Book and Friday 
Club.  

It is important to us to expand our Outreach to as many schools as possible, concentrating 
especially on St Martin's, Dobwalls and Hillfort, as well as building on the links established at 
Liskeard School by our Family Pastoral Worker and other ecumenical chaplains.   

Other institutions 

There are many other institutions within the town of Liskeard with which we maintain close links, 
including:  

 our Local MP 

 the Mayor and Town Council 

 Liskeard hospital, doctors’ surgeries and residential care homes, including the more specialist 
Password Edwards and Echo Cornwall  

 Foodbank and other charities  

 Cornish Times, our local newspaper 

 Local Business Forums, Lions, Rotary etc.  

 British Legion  

 Guides, Scouts, Youth Clubs etc. 

 the Emergency Services 
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Statements from representatives of our local community 

Schools 

For each school canvassed, the Head was asked to comment on: 

 What they would like any candidate for the post of parish priest to know about their school?   

 What the school’s aims are that they would like the new parish priest help them achieve? 

 What other help would they like from the new parish priest? 

St Martin’s School 

St Martin’s CE Primary School is a ten class school set in the town of Liskeard. Our classes are 
named after inspirational people. 

At St Martin’s, we pride ourselves on supporting the development of happy and confident children 
who are the best they can be and build on their skills for life. We are committed to working in 
partnership with parents and carers to ensure that all our pupils reach their full potential and we 
offer a creative and well balanced curriculum to support each child on their unique learning journey. 
Our overriding priority is engagement in learning and our school is a learning organisation. We 
ensure we provide a rich and appropriate learning environment. We have a firm, fair and consistent 
policy for rewards and behaviour which ensures that all children feel safe, respected and valued 
and receive recognition for their many successes. We place great emphasis on good manners and 
believe that ‘manners maketh man’.  

We would like a priest who is fully involved in our school and believes in the education of the whole 
child. 

Liskeard Community College 

Liskeard School and Community College is all about 'achieving more together'. Our ethos is built 
on the Co-operative Values of democracy, equality, solidarity, equity, self-responsibility and self-
help. The school is going from strength to strength and building an excellent reputation across 
Cornwall. 

Liskeard's ambition is to be the best school it can be, meeting the needs of every child in its 
community so that we are the natural first choice, for them because they won't receive better 
provision elsewhere. We want our students to gain the highest results, no matter what barriers they 
face, and to become well-rounded individuals who can work effectively with others, who are 
responsible and independent so they can achieve their aspirations. 

We would like the new priest to be someone who understands the importance of education and 
can help us raise the aspirations of students. 

Dobwalls school  

Dobwalls school is a popular school with a growing intake - 184 on roll from September 2016, and 
serving a diverse range of pupils from the local and wider community. The school has an 
experienced staff team and the quality of teaching and learning is very high. 

We have recently embarked on a new area of development, adopting Building Learning Power as 
our main driver for educating children so they know how to become better learners. We aim to 
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provide children with lifelong learning skills so that they have the right skills and attributes to 
succeed, no matter their chosen vocation, and make a positive contribution to society. Part of this 
work involves working closely with our local community and we are trying hard to develop links with 
the community to benefit the education of the children and the needs of the community. We would 
welcome the support of the new priest in helping us to achieve this aim by supporting the 
development of links with local charities and other community groups.  

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development is a key area following recent development of the 
primary curriculum. Any support in this area would be very useful, again through the opportunity to 
work with local groups or through whole school assemblies to promote these key areas. A particular 
need is the opportunity for children to experience a wider range of cultures and beliefs as this is 
often difficult to achieve in rural Cornwall.  

Trewidland  

The Head and Governors of the School welcome the links we have developed with the Church. 
Regular visits from a Reader and the Clergy have helped in assemblies and class visits. We have 
been able to use St Keyne Church for special services and also visit St Martin's as part of our 
curriculum. Although not a Church School, we would like these contacts with the Church to continue 
and develop. 

 

Other Institutions within the Benefice 

Each institution canvassed was asked for its comments on: 

 What they would like any candidate for the post of parish priest to know about their 
institution/organisation?   

 What aims they have that they would like the new parish priest to help them achieve? 

 What other help would they like from the new parish priest? 

Echo Cornwall – www.echocentre.co.uk  

Echo is a resource in South East Cornwall for adults with a physical disability.  It is jointly supported 
by Cornwall Council and its charity Echo Cornwall.  The charity funds activities and additional 
resources that enhance the quality of life of those who attend. The small staff team and band of 
dedicated volunteers work closely together with a wide range of people whose disability affects 
their everyday life to improve, re-able and increase independence, confidence and self-
esteem.  Echo Cornwall also offer a service and support to people living with dementia and the 
carers who support them. 

Our Mission Statement - is to provide quality services that empower, promote independence and 
enable individuals to make meaningful choices that lead to a fulfilled and valued life within the 
community. 

We don’t have any aims in particular we need support with, but we believe it would be beneficial 
to the community at Echo to have the opportunity of interacting with their local priest through the 
Echo Centre, and would hope that the new priest would include us in the plans for visiting local 
organisations. 
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Foodbank  - https://liskeardlooe.foodbank.org.uk 

The Liskeard & Looe Foodbank was started by local churches in 2010 as a direct response to the 
poverty and deprivation here in Liskeard. It gives out emergency food supplies to around 1,500 
local people each year, referred by frontline 
agencies in Liskeard, Looe and surrounding areas. 

The Foodbank has shown what churches can do 
when they join together to ‘help their neighbour’. 
We are supported by some 46 local churches of all 
denominations. Our aim is to see this and other 
ministries continue to bring local Christians together to serve their community by showing Jesus’ 
love in practical ways. 

We very much hope that the St Martin’s Church parish will continue to support this vital work and 
maybe seek to promote and get involved in the day to day aspects of the Foodbank, particularly 
as it is situated in the most needy area that we cover. 

 

Additional information  

This Statement of Conditions, Needs and Traditions is also available as a PDF or Word document 
from the Liskeard Community Website at http://liskeard.2day.uk/section/2016publisheddocuments: 

1 Liskeard and St Keyne Statement of Needs 

The following additional information may also be downloaded from the same section on the 
website: 

2 St Martin’s Church 2015 Annual Accounts 

3 St Martin’s Church 2015 Annual Parochial Church Report 

4 St Keyne's Church 2015 Annual Accounts 

5 St Keyne's Church 2015 Annual Report 

6 Dobwalls United Church March 2016 financial summary  

7 Accompanied Ministerial Development report to the Bishops, May 2015  

8 Accompanied Ministerial Development Bishop’s 12-month review, June 2016 

9 Statement of Significance of St Martin’s Church building 

10 St Martin’s Church presentation on the re-ordering of the church 

Foodbank has shown what churches 
can do when they join together 


